
Copyright © 2026 Academic Master. | 1

To An Athlete Dying Young’ By A.E.
Housman

Posted on October 1, 2019

A.E Housman’s “To an Athlete Dying Young” is a basic verse ballad that discusses the passing of a
youthful competitor in a group, giving it the type of an epitaph since it talks about a man’s demise.
Each stanza contains four lines, so they can be alluded to as quatrains. These quatrains contain
numerous syllable sets because the ballad is composed of a versifying tetrameter. Being formed in
this meter enables the creator to have a fundamental pace to the piece while allowing himself to
utilize the essential AABB rhyming plan, having the last words in the initial two lines of the quatrain
rhyming and the last expressions of the last two lines likewise rhyming; this remains constant for
every one of the seven quatrains. In designing his piece along these lines, Housman gave himself 28
lines to recount his story and associate the peruser. (Housman, 1896)

The individual talking in “To an Athlete Dying Young” is never recognized; however, it is expected that
it is somebody who knows the youthful competitor, whether it be a companion, partner or only an
individual from the group. Set in a little group (thought to be in England) which meets up to help the
nearby game groups, it adds feeling to the story being told in this ballad as you picture an
environment where everybody knows everybody. Tragically, the vast majority of the sonnet happens
in a graveyard as A.E. Housman depicts the memorial service of a young fellow. In the principal
quatrain, we hear the speaker recall this star competitor winning the title as the town applauded him,
yet in the second quatrain, we discover that this young fellow has passed away. (Housman, 1896)

After uncovering the headliner of the story this lyric is telling, A.E. makes the speakers exceptional
considerations about the circumstance known by driving the peruser into their psyche. As the third
quatrain begins, it is unmistakably observed that the individual talking about the youthful competitor
is attempting to call attention to the positives of his demise. They assert that along these lines,
passing endlessly is the main way a competitor can recall his wonderfulness before it blurs and the
records set are soon broken. It is hard to understand how the passing of a young fellow can be viewed
positively in any capacity. However, Housman is exact in the fifth quatrain of the sonnet, where he
says most popular competitors have their names bite the dust before they do. They are overlooked
over the long haul and are once in a while recalled until the point when news of their demise surprises
the world as they think back to the lives of these legends. It seems insane to contemplate the
circumstance exhibited in the story, however, A.E’s. Focuses have numerous certainties behind them.
(Housman, 1896)

Housman utilizes a few correlations in this lyric to keep the significance concealed, so the sonnet is
more powerful and must be all the more profoundly contemplated to get it. It begins with a
straightforward illustration as he discusses the character being set down in a “stiller town” alluding to
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the graveyard he is destined to be covered in as a home for these souls to rest in; never moving. Just
a quatrain later, A.E. utilizes another representation as he looks at death as a “shady night”. Dull,
forlorn, and quiet are everything that strikes a chord when considering night itself, making it simple to
join a picture to death as you picture it similarly: dim, desolate and noiseless. (Housman, 1896)

The biggest type of symbolism utilized by Housman to give you a photo of something unperceivable is
used as a part of the third quatrain as he portrays triumph and life. He utilizes a shrub (a wreath used
to crown a champion in Ancient Greece) as the picture of victory or achievement. He, at that point,
employs the rose as a picture forever. A.E. composes lines 11 and 12 to express that triumph (tree)
can become at an early stage, however, will undoubtedly vanish from the psyches of people around
you before the rose bites the dust taking after the finish of a lifetime. Utilizing these pictures, you can
make a representation of that shrub wreath kicking the bucket as the rose remains steadfast; the
triumph blurs as life goes on. (Housman, 1896)

After the narrative of the youthful competitor passing on is told in quatrains one and two, whatever is
left of the ballad is devoted to the brilliance remaining alive inside. The following two stanzas centre
around the positive of passing on before your prosperity is overlooked as you will dependably be
recollected exclusively for your accomplishments previously they blur. Housman expresses that this
young fellow will be one of only a handful of couples that will never need to hear the cheers for him
transform into boos against him as he baffles the group, somebody whose name survived longer than
the man himself. Afterwards, he backpedals to the memorial service, where they put the competitor
in the ground, sending him off with deference as they raise his title container and place a tree wreath
on his grave. At long last, A.E. reveals to us how this young fellow will dependably be recognized as a
champion whose triumph will keep going for time everlasting in the recollections of the general
population who knew him. (Housman, 1896)

In conclusion, the poem “To an Athlete Dying Young” has a grievous and tragic story inside it yet is
extremely given the wonderfulness the man bites the dust with. This abstract piece is themed by
discussing how saints can be overlooked yet constantly regarded once passing falls upon them. A.E.
Housman catches a more profound significance behind a tragic situation by taking a gander at the
main conceivable positive identified with a youthful passing: splendid. (Housman, 1896)
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