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Origins and Purpose of the Albany Plan
Since the commencement of American literature, writers have seized the opportunity of depicting the
world around them. In this capacity, literature serves to illustrate the barometric concept of the
political and social climate of the different eras to a certain extent, Although political and social
literature is highly significant in the development of American societies, it is also important to
investigate the major people who have contributed to the development of American literature from
time to time. In the early years of the American continent, many people were not aware of their rights
and how they would benefit from a politically and socially sound state. One of the most significant
proposals during this period was the Albany Plan of Union. The proposal was intended to place the
British North American colonies under a centralized government. This proposal was greatly inspired
by the political philosophies of Benjamin Franklin.

French Expansion and Colonial Tensions
There are several factors which encouraged the introduction of Albany Union Plan. One of them was
the intrusion of the French people in the areas near River Ohio in the 1750s, which led to hostility
between the French people and the British colonies. The French people began occupying some areas
that were between the Allegheny Mountains and the Mississippi River. The people from Europe who
settled in America had the same problem as those who attempted to settle in Canada after the
colonialization. The French held control of the land close to the Ohio River, and their presence slowly
expanded within the central region of the American colonies. The conflict over these territories
increasingly threatened the security and economic interests of British colonists.

Need for Intercolonial Defence
Another reason for the introduction of the Albany Plan was the need to coordinate defence among the
colonies. Each colony had its own government, militia, and financial system. It was difficult to respond
effectively to French military activity when the colonies acted separately. British officials and colonial
leaders believed that cooperation was necessary for raising troops, building forts, negotiating with
Indigenous nations, and collecting money for defence. The Albany Congress of 1754 was called to
address these problems and to improve relations with the Iroquois Confederacy.
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Benjamin Franklin’s Political Experience
Benjamin Franklin played a major role in drafting and promoting the Albany Plan. Franklin had
experience as a printer, postmaster, scientist, and colonial representative. His work allowed him to
travel and communicate across colonial boundaries. He understood the weaknesses created by
separate colonial governments. Before the Albany Congress, Franklin published the political cartoon
“Join, or Die,” which represented the colonies as pieces of a divided snake. The image communicated
his belief that unity was necessary for survival. (Morgan, 2002)

Proposed Structure of Colonial Government
The Albany Plan proposed the creation of a general government for the colonies. It would include a
president-general appointed and supported by the British Crown and a Grand Council selected by the
colonial assemblies. The number of representatives in the Grand Council would reflect each colony’s
financial contribution. The central government would have authority over defence, relations with
Indigenous nations, western settlement, and certain taxes. At the same time, individual colonies
would continue to control their internal affairs. (Franklin, 1754)

Challenges of Colonial Unity
Although the delegates at Albany approved the plan, neither the colonial assemblies nor the British
government accepted it. Many colonies feared losing political authority and control over taxation.
Smaller colonies worried that larger colonies would dominate the Grand Council. The British
government was concerned that a united colonial government might become too independent. These
competing interests prevented the plan from being implemented. The rejection demonstrated the
difficulty of persuading separate colonies to surrender power for a common purpose.

Franklin’s Vision of a Central Government
Franklin’s proposal reflected his understanding that regional problems required a regional institution.
The colonies shared military, economic, and diplomatic concerns that could not be managed
efficiently by individual governments. His plan attempted to balance royal authority and colonial
representation. The president-general would connect the union to Britain, while the Grand Council
would allow the colonies to participate in decision-making. This balance later influenced political
discussions about federalism and representative government.
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Representation and Functions of the Grand Council
The Grand Council was central to the Albany Plan. Representatives would meet regularly and make
decisions regarding matters affecting all colonies. The council could raise money, organize military
forces, establish settlements, and make treaties with Indigenous nations. Its powers were limited to
shared concerns, while local legislatures would remain responsible for local laws. The proposal
therefore anticipated a division of authority between a central government and regional governments.

Political Lessons and Historical Significance
The Albany Plan failed in its immediate objective, but it was historically significant. It was one of the
earliest formal proposals for political union among the British North American colonies. The plan
showed that some colonial leaders were beginning to think beyond individual provincial interests.
During the American Revolution and the creation of the United States, many of the same questions
returned: how much power should be given to a central government, how should representation be
distributed, and how should common expenses be paid? Franklin’s plan did not directly create the
later Constitution, but it contributed to the development of ideas about union, federal authority, and
intercolonial cooperation. (Library of Congress, n.d.)
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