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Renaissance Architectural Elements And
Styles
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Classical Architectural Orders and Renaissance
Foundations

Order of architecture is any styles that were used during the neoclassical architecture, which are
defined by a particular type of entablature as well as columns, which are used as a basic unit. Each
column consists of a shaft with its capital as well aareits base. There are five major orders that is
Doric, iconic, composite, Corinthian as well as Tuscan. These orders were used by Greeks and the
Roman on the other hand uses the frequently as decorative features, according to Romans the
architectural orders do not have any structural values. The lonic Doric and the Corinthian were
invented by the Greeks, while the Composite and the Tuscan are of Roman origin. According to
architecture, an order is a certain type of assemblage where the subject is to uniform an established
proportion which is organized by the institution, and each side has a role to carry.

Going down from the ancient Roman as well as the Greek modernization, the orders are the styles of
classical architecture, and they are distinguished by their features as well as proportions details and
the details, mostly readily recognized by the number of columns employed. Each style has a
distinctive capital, which is at the top is a column, as well as horizontal sides which gives support to
the rest of the structure and does not differentiate between the orders. The lower side, as well as the
shaft, differs with them, and sometimes it is accepted with hollow groves, which are said to be fluting.
There is the historical development of orders that was seen over time. This period saw a renewed
interest in the sources, which were literary of the old culture of Rome and Greece, of the fertile
development of new architecture, which is according to the past rules. Architect and engineer
Vitruvius, is a treatise on architecture by the Roman Theoretician, is the only writing of architectural
writing which survived Antiquity. The writing styles were rediscovered in the 5" century. He
discovered the Renaissance, which instantly saw authority in architecture.

The term was a redefining of ideas of the canon that started going around in Rome at the beginning
16™ century where, probably during the studies of Vitruvius's text conducted by Peruzzi, Sangallo as
well and Raphael. The definition of the canon is known to be a collective venture that involved many
generations of Western architects during the Baroque and Renaissance who relied on their theories on
the study of Vitruvius and the observations as well as the writing of the Roman ruins.
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Revival and Codification of Classical Architecture

Copyright © 2026 Academic Master. | 2



@ ’ACADEMIC

Lavir- sl Vane pited i Bacam oF . .-u.-ﬁ;mp‘l.n.m.-;,un-.-n X

e Lricte ot o da vyt el proves de ls Gdonne = : ;

o Mdp&r-rm [HTFRE «.':i'-c\ly'fc."n'\-' e A Conis THIEN, t

e b..l'ﬂnln"zu#.ﬁdr'd‘lql Fhurenem Loy fqﬁfr}ﬁd l‘l'.”l'ﬂw -

Foar dpdapis o F?'.w.l.;u.— ..l‘..-.-‘.n'.-..-ﬂ"w e Liwwraifrons vr e

Wirdlagesr i dar, flrmdinr ol imignres’ =

it t! S Ioxngue, : I_ =

Dommgue ]

—

Toscaw: -

Proportion, Symmetry, and Religious Architecture

The high Renaissance theorists have tried to codify the classical grammar by revisiting Vitruvius as
well as observing the Roman building firsthand. The classical order describes a certain architectural
grammar which is developed in Greek architecture and was borrowed to an extent by the Romans.
Most importantly, these orders have certain shapes of columns as well as proportions of the simple
architectural elements. By utilizing a symmetrical type of fashion, these orders were codified and
rediscovered in a reverse with a discovery of Roman orders during the Renaissance, but only then to
be closed in the 18th century who went deeper as well as claim where they deemed the purer Greek
orders. (Thoenes & Byatt, 2017)

The Renaissance concept aimed to achieve the recreation of the ancient culture which came from
Florence at the beginning of the 15th century, and hence, it spread throughout the Italian Peninsula
and ended at the end of the 16th century when the new style pervaded almost all of the European
countries by replacing the Gothic style of the Late Middle period. It encourages a revival of
naturalism, which was in the 15th Century in Italy. Painting and the sculpture of the classical
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ornaments and forms in the architecture. The knowledge of the classical style of architecture was
derived during the Renaissance period due to the two references. For any classical antiquity, the
Renaissance, as well as the basic elements of architectural designs, was the order of the architectural
units.

Development and Characteristics of Renaissance
Architecture

For Renaissance proportion, the most crucial predetermined determinant of beauty. The beauty of the
architect is defined as the harmony of all the parts of the body so that nothing may be added, deleted
or taken away. The Renaissance architects found harmony between the human body as well as the
proportions of their architecture. There is a significant relationship between Renaissance pictorial
devices and architectural proportions.

Despite the continuing demand for setting religious monumental arts, it meant that most of the
architectural projects would involve churches, chapels, temples, as well as tombs. The Renaissance
style emphasized proportion, geometry, symmetry as well as the rules of the parts, which are shown
in classical antiquity as well as in specific old Roman architecture, which many instances present and
be used as references. Most of the arrangements were in lintels, pilasters as well as the columns and
semicircular and later replaced by a more complex system which are proportional as well as irregular
profiles of the medieval buildings.

The Renaissance movement was one of the greatest movements of architecture for the ways of most
of the architectural theories. Most of the theories were inspired by the reclaimed of the treatise by
Vitruvius as well, and many architects kept records of their theories and reserved their manuscripts. It
was during the three-quarters of the 6th century that most architects used their theories to flourish it.
The period began in Italy and there was a remnant of classical experiences in the architectural field. A
Gothic structure was characterized by round styles of architecture rather than the usual Gothic
pointed architecture which preserves the simplicity as well as the monumentality of the classical
architecture. According to many, renaissances were expected to appear first in Rome, which is known
for the existence of the ancient Roman ruins, but in the 14th as well as the 15th centuries, the Italians
were impelled to renew Classicism.

These changes and renewal processes were a result of the political situation in Rome, which was very
unfavorable for the artistic situation, especially the architects. However, in the year 1401, there was a
certain competition that was held at Florence, and the sculptors, as well as the goldsmiths, were
competing to make a pair of doors for the baptistery, which was the oldest in Florence. Lorenzo
Ghiberti was the winner of the competition who was a sculptor, and the one who lost was a goldsmith,
Filippo. Fillipo was the first person to discover the renaissance architecture. The renaissance
architecture borrowed a number of features from the Roman classical architecture. The purposes and
forms, however, of the buildings have changed for a longer time. Most of the structures in cities are a
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reflection of the fusion of classical 16th-century forms. They were fused with the classical Roman
technique with the Renaissance aesthetic, which was from a number of foundational architectural
concepts and ideas such as walls, windows, pilasters, and columns, among others. However, it is clear
that studying the ancient Roman details and mastering them is one of the significant aspects of the
Renaissance architectural theory. While style becomes more ornamental as well as decorative, it can
also be described as a period with a widespread use of domes.

Brunelleschi, Patronage, and the Spread of
Renaissance Design

It became the European architecture between the year 15 and early 17th centuries, which
demonstrated the development of a number of elements of classical thinking and material culture as
well as a revival in classical as well as symmetrical orders. Renaissance architecture happened
immediately after the Gothic period, and it was succeeded by Baroque. The idea that was borrowed
from the classical theories was used with greater surety as well as developed with a lot of antiquities.
The style that dominated Italian architecture in the 16th century was the classical architectural
elements that were applicable to contemporary buildings.

During this period, the dome was frequently used by both large as well as structural features, which
are visible to the exterior, which means that roofing was smaller in terms of space and could only be
visible internally. Domes were crucial to structures since they became indispensable elements of the
Renaissance church, and it was carried over by the Baroque. The walls during the renaissance were
finished and laid in straight courses. Most of the corners of the building were emphasized by the
coins, which were rusticated. The grounds and basements were rustic at some time. Most of the
internal walls which were smoothly plastered as well as surfaced with the white paint chalks.

The person who is to be credited for the Renaissance architecture is Fillipo Brunelleschi, who was the
first major commission and the amours brick, which was dome in shape that coveted the central
space of the Florence Cathedral and made it more significant. The style of Renaissance architecture
emerged in Florence, but it was quicker compared to other styles. It was a conscious improvement
that was put into motion by the architects by seeking to reprieve as a golden age. The architects were
sponsored by a number of wealthy individuals in the society which include the Medici family as well as
the Silk Guild. It was deliberately a complex system with irregular profiles such as that of the Gothic
structures. However, the Renaissance architects put a lot of emphasis on proportions, geometry as
well as regularity parts were demonstrated in classical Roman architecture. Moreover, they made a
number of classical antique features, which are orderly arranged in columns, semicircular arches, and
hemispherical domes. (Howard & Moretti, 2009)

The architect Albert attempted to bring about deals of humanist proportions and architecture of the
already available structures by the use of the medieval existing facade. Rome is regarded as the
second capital city of the Renaissance after Italy. More so it was one of the most important cultural
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and architectural centers during that period. The architects were inspired by the classical models but
did not greatly differ from what may be seen in Florence. However, the individuals who are patrons in
the Rome society are of importance and are known to be catholic Bishops, while others hold
important places in the Church. We can say that the Renaissance spread to Italy and later moved to
Rome. That is why Italy is believed to be the capital of the Renaissance, and Rome is known as the
second Capital city. There was a favorite building material in northern Italy was brick, and the
decoration, whose combination means a pattern of black and light, was created all over the building.
Occasionally, when these stones were used on these buildings, it is said to be cut with facets by
forming a diamond-like pattern facade. We can say that it is a treatment of ratification, and the
classical order was also affected by this kind of decoration, which was an approach used at that time
during the Renaissance as well. (Gelernter, 2001)

In Rome, the first high architecture was seen, and it was the work of Bramante, which was at the
beginning of the 16th century. The period was known to be a very brief one and centered, which is
almost known to be exclusive in the City of Rome. In simple terms, it means that during this period of
the Renaissance, high architecture was spread all over Rome city. It was a period known to be of
harmony as well as it tried to balance all forms of art. Where it was perhaps the most definitive
moment in accordance with the 5™ century. Due to the succession of powerful popes and priests who
were known to be the patrons of the Renaissance period, many individuals moved from Italy to Rome.
There was a greater movement of artists who were moving from Italy to Rome.
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