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Bravery and Childhood Experience in Ramona the
Brave
Ramona the Brave by Beverly Cleary is an engaging children’s novel that presents the experiences,
emotions, and challenges of a young girl named Ramona Quimby. Published in 1975, the book is part
of Cleary’s well-known Ramona series, which follows the everyday life of Ramona as she grows,
learns, makes mistakes, and tries to understand the world around her. The novel is especially
appealing because it portrays childhood in a realistic and humorous way. Instead of presenting
Ramona as a perfect child, Cleary shows her as curious, emotional, brave, imaginative, and
sometimes mischievous. These qualities make Ramona a memorable character for young readers
(Cleary, 1975).

The central idea of the book is bravery. Ramona is only six years old, but she often finds herself in
situations where she must defend herself, express her feelings, or face her fears. One of the most
engaging parts of the story is Ramona’s reaction to being teased by her older sister Beezus’s friends.
They mock her by using an embarrassing nickname, and Ramona does not remain silent. She tries to
stand up for herself, which shows her strong personality. Although she is still young and does not
always handle situations perfectly, her courage makes her an admirable character (Cleary, 1975).

School Conflict, Mistakes, and Everyday Courage
Another important scene in the book involves Ramona losing her shoe after a dog takes it away. This
incident becomes one of the most memorable moments in the story because it shows Ramona’s
determination and bravery. For a young child, facing a dog and dealing with the embarrassment of
losing a shoe can feel like a very serious problem. Ramona’s teacher later recognizes her bravery,
which gives importance to the situation from a child’s point of view. Cleary’s strength as a writer is
that she understands how small events in adult eyes can feel very large and meaningful to children
(Cleary, 1975).

Ramona’s school life is also an important part of the novel. Like many children, Ramona wants to be
liked by her teacher and classmates. However, she often gets into trouble because of her impulsive
behavior and strong emotions. She begins to believe that her teacher, Mrs. Griggs, does not like her.
This belief affects how Ramona sees herself and her place in the classroom. Her insecurity is shown
clearly when she becomes upset about her classmate Susan’s paper owl. Ramona feels that Susan
copied her idea, and in frustration, she destroys Susan’s owl. This moment shows that Ramona is not
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always right, but it also helps readers understand her feelings. She wants recognition, fairness, and
respect, just like any child (Cleary, 1975).

The conflict involving Susan’s owl is significant because it presents a realistic classroom problem.
Children often struggle with jealousy, fairness, and the desire to be noticed. Ramona’s actions are
wrong, but her emotions are understandable. Through this incident, the novel teaches young readers
that feelings such as anger and disappointment must be handled carefully. It also shows that making
mistakes is part of growing up. Ramona learns through experience, and this makes the story both
entertaining and meaningful (Cleary, 1975).

Humour, Identification, and the Emotional World of
Childhood
The cover image of the book, which shows Ramona confronting a dog, reflects one of the key themes
of the novel: courage in ordinary childhood situations. The picture gives readers an idea of Ramona’s
personality before they even begin the story. She is not shown as weak or helpless. Instead, she
appears active, expressive, and ready to face a challenge. This visual representation matches the
character’s behavior throughout the novel (Plugged In, 2018).

One of the reasons I developed a personal connection with Ramona is that she reminds readers of
their own childhood experiences. Many children have felt misunderstood by adults, teased by older
children, embarrassed in school, or angry when someone else receives credit for their idea. Ramona’s
experiences are specific to her life, but the emotions behind them are universal. Her bravery is not
the kind of bravery seen in adventure stories or superhero tales. Instead, it is the everyday bravery of
a child who is learning how to speak up, face trouble, and become more confident (Cleary, 1975).

The tone of the book is humorous, warm, and sympathetic. Beverly Cleary does not make fun of
Ramona; instead, she allows readers to see the world through Ramona’s eyes. This makes the story
amusing but also emotionally meaningful. For example, when Ramona hides her progress report from
her parents, readers may laugh at her behavior, but they can also understand her fear and anxiety.
Such moments make the novel relatable because children often worry about disappointing adults
(Cleary, 1975).

Educational Value and the Development of
Personal Confidence
Ramona the Brave is also valuable because it teaches important lessons without sounding too
moralistic. It encourages children to be brave, but it also shows that bravery does not mean never
being afraid. Ramona is brave because she continues to face situations even when she is confused,
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embarrassed, or upset. The novel also teaches readers about honesty, responsibility, family
relationships, classroom behavior, and self-confidence (Cleary, 1975).

This book is highly recommended for elementary school students, especially children in the first,
second, third, and fourth grades. Although the recommended reading age is often between eight and
twelve years, younger children can also enjoy the story if it is read aloud by a teacher or parent. The
language is simple, the events are easy to understand, and the main character is relatable for
children who are beginning to understand school, friendship, and family life (Plugged In, 2018).

In conclusion, Ramona the Brave by Beverly Cleary is an enjoyable and meaningful children’s novel
about courage, childhood emotions, mistakes, and personal growth. Ramona Quimby is a lively and
realistic character whose actions may be mischievous at times, but her feelings are genuine. Her
bravery, imagination, and honesty make the story memorable for young readers. The book remains
valuable because it presents childhood with humor, sympathy, and truth. It is a suitable reading
choice for elementary students and anyone who enjoys stories about the everyday adventures of
growing up (Cleary, 1975; Plugged In, 2018).
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