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Introduction
At first, there was no political party in the United States. However, as soon as some dominant
personalities emerged in the US, they started to gather people and try to make a political party.
Alexander Hamilton, who was the secretary of the treasury, started to gather people under a
countrywide network of supporters and registered a political party under the name of “The Federalist
Party” in 1792-93 (Jones, 2017). To respond, Hamilton. Thomas Jefferson, who was the secretary of
the state with the help of James Madison, gathered people of the republic and Congress under the
name of the Democratic-Republican Party. The elections held in 1792 were the very first elections in
the history of America that were held on a party basis. In most states, the congressmen won the
elections as the Democratic-Republican party put the strategy that this election was a war between
the state’s treasury department and the republican interest.

In 1793, the democratic-republican formed their societies that supported the French Revolution and
Jeffersonian cause. In 1793, the war started between England, France and their allies. The Democrats
were very inclined towards the French and said that there was a nod between France and the US that
was signed in 1778, and under that bond, the US was bound to help the French in this war
(Schattschneider, 2013). However, Washington decided that that particular treaty or bond did not say
that the US had to help France or vice versa in case of war. So, they decided to remain neutral and
not to help any of the country.

When the Anglo-French war threatened the US, Washington sent a delegation to England to remind
them of the treaty that was still in effect, stating that both the US and England wouldn’t be involved in
any kind of war or criminal activities. This delegation made the negotiations successful and made a
treaty that was named “Jay Treat”, which was named after the name of ‘John Jay’ who was leading the
American delegation. This treaty settled many of the issues between the US and Britain. The
democrats criticized the treaty by saying that this treaty would give too much power to the Britishers
and the Federalists. Jeffersonians fought against that treaty to cut loose the power from the hands of
the Federalists. For this purpose, they shake hands with many of their opponents, but they can’t do
what they want.

Discussion
The modern eras democratic party is the successor of the democrat-republican party, which is also
known as the Jeffersonian Party. Jeffersonian and all of his party leadership, including his followers,
believed that if there was a strong and powerfully centralized government, it would be a great threat
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to individual liberties. According to them, there is no mutual interest, but the US is a consortium of
separate entities. However, Hamilton and his leadership believed that a strong and powerful
government with all the necessary authority was essential to unite the nation. They saw the
Constitution as a document, and according to them, this document should be amended with the
passage of time as new topics and issues emerge that need attention to be addressed.

All the leading political figures had the same thinking that political parties wouldn’t be good for this
country as, in their presence, the government wouldn’t be able to work properly, and these parties
would sabotage the peace of the nation. But in 1793, both groups separated their ways. Jeffersonians
became ‘Democrat-Rpublic’ while the Hmailton’s became “the Federalists” (Brown, 2017).

The very first difference between the Federalists and The Democratic-Republicans was how they
approached the Anglo-French war. The Democrats wanted to make strong ties and become an ally of
France, while the Federalists wanted to support the British. They believed that America should make
such a policy, both foreign and economic, that should favour Great Britain.

On financial issues, Jeffersonians strongly differed from Hamilton’s. According to Democrat-
Republicans, the economic policy should be made that favours the middle and lower class of the
nation. They believed that the economy should be based on farming and maintaining the crops, while
Hamilton thought that the best policy would be to build big manufacturing and production units.

As the Jay treaty was rectified, the whole nation sparked their anger at the Federalists. Both Hamilton
and Jefferson saw that this treaty was giving too much power to the British, but Hamilton saw this as a
generous act because Britain gained most of its revenues by importing tax duties on their trades
(Mayer, 1996). France saw this pro-British act and started to declare war on the Americans by
capturing their ships. President Adams sent a delegation to France to discuss the terms so that the
ships could be made free from the French navy. French government demanded a loan and a bribe of
$240,000 (Tillman, 1961). Accepting the terms and conditions of the French government made many
of the Federalists angry; as a result, the Federalist Party broke into two pieces, which ultimately
affected the Jeffersonians in the 1800 presidential elections and also helped them to win majority
seats in the Congress (Kolko, 1968). Jefferson’s party dominated US politics for the next decades
because they were stubborn like the Federalists and were willing to adapt to change.

During the era of 1812, President Madison, the successor of Jefferson, fought on two ends, i.e., with
the British outside the country and with the Federalists inside the country. As the federalists were in
support of Britain and wanted to make peace with the British, so they started a stance in their party
speeches that if the US remained included towards the French and continued to agree upon all their
terms and conditions, we wouldn’t be able to make free trade through the sea. Their stance was not
picked by the people and remained unpopular (Holt, 1999) since the war ended, as most Americans
thought that it was a great success for the Americans as they defeated Great Britain. The Federalists’
stance failed, and they faced a huge defeat in the 1816 presidential elections.

James Monroe, newly elected president of the United States, completed his tenure over a very calm



Copyright © 2026 Academic Master. | 3

political situation. Many of the federalists came to support the president and joined the republican
party.

The basic difference between the Federalists and the Republicans was that both of them wanted to
grant power to the US government based on what they think is right in the Constitution, not what was
truly written in the Constitution.

Conclusions
In the decade of 1790, the United States saw a major change in its politics. Before that, there were no
political parties in the United States, but during this decade, because of some major and influential
political figures, there became two political parties named the Federalists and the Democratic-
Republican Party. These two parties had their own stance, which was totally different from one
another on the Anglo-French war. One wanted Washington to be inclined toward France, while the
other one wanted the US to support British activities. Their stance on the financial and economic
issues of the US was also totally different. One wanted to adopt the British rules and regulations,
while the other wanted to adopt the activities that must be beneficial for the labour class of the
nation.

Republicans Adopted many successful campaigns that were soon adopted by the Federalists to gain
popularity in the public. The stance of the Republicans was strong, and they won back-to-back 4
presidential elections and ruled continuously for more than two decades. During the Anglo-American
war, the stance of Republicans was proven right, which led to their victory in the presidential election.
The Federalist Party was divided into two parts, and many of the Federalists joined hands with the
republican president, giving him a vote of confidence. Mornoe’s period is known as the good era of
republican history as well as the history of the US. During this period, their major opponent was
shattered into pieces by facing a major setback after their party member joined hands with the
Democrats.
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