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Introduction

The material identified as “Mueller 32 in Theological Foundations” brings together a wide range of
Christian theological concepts, including faith, reason, revelation, Scripture, worldview, divine
transcendence, Christology, the Holy Spirit, covenant, and the relationship between the Old and New
Testaments. In its fragmented form, the material risks becoming a list of definitions rather than a
coherent theological argument. A stronger approach is to organize these ideas around the basic
question of how Christian theology claims to know God and how that knowledge shapes belief,
interpretation, worship, and ethical life.

Christian theology does not treat faith as the refusal to ask questions; it has long treated faith,
reason, and tradition as mutually engaged sources of theological reflection (Albl, 2009). It is a
disciplined effort to understand belief through Scripture, tradition, reason, and lived community while
acknowledging that God cannot be reduced to an object fully mastered by the human mind. Terms
such as materialism, rationalism, theophany, covenant, and transcendence therefore need precise
meanings. When these concepts are connected rather than isolated, they form a theological
framework in which revelation leads to interpretation, doctrine leads to ethical responsibility, and
mystery becomes a reason for humility rather than confusion.

Faith, Reason, and Revelation

Faith and reason are sometimes described as opposites, but much of Christian theology has resisted
that separation. Faith involves trust, commitment, and response to God, while reason examines
coherence, evidence, language, implications, and objections. Believers use reason whenever they
interpret a biblical passage, compare doctrines, decide how a teaching applies, or respond to
criticism. Reason does not eliminate faith, and faith does not make thought unnecessary.

Revelation is the theological concept that God makes himself known. Christian theology often
distinguishes general revelation, associated with creation, conscience, and the intelligibility of the
world, from special revelation associated with Israel, Scripture, and especially Jesus Christ. Revelation
is not merely information about God. It is relational because it calls for response. The same claim can
be understood differently among Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant traditions depending on how
Scripture, church teaching, tradition, and experience are related.
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Divine incomprehensibility places an important limit on this knowledge. To say that God is
incomprehensible does not mean that nothing true can be said about God. It means that finite minds
cannot exhaust infinite reality. Theology therefore combines confidence and humility: it can make
meaningful claims while recognizing that those claims do not contain God completely.

Scripture, Tradition, and Interpretation

Christian Scripture includes the Old and New Testaments, although traditions differ in the exact
contents of the Old Testament canon. The Bible contains law, narrative, poetry, prophecy, wisdom,
Gospel, letters, and apocalyptic writing. These genres require different forms of reading. A proverb
should not be interpreted as though it were a legal statute, and apocalyptic imagery should not
automatically be treated as ordinary historical description.

The claim that every translation should be “literal” is too simple because languages do not map onto
one another word for word. Translators balance grammar, context, idiom, literary form, and audience.
Interpretation also requires attention to historical setting, literary context, canonical relationships,
and the consequences of application. Saying that “the Bible interprets itself” can be useful when it
encourages comparison among passages, but it should not become an excuse for ignoring historical
or literary evidence.

Tradition also shapes interpretation. No Christian reader begins with a completely neutral vocabulary.
Creeds, worship, denominational teachings, theological debates, and inherited practices influence
how Scripture is understood. Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant communities give tradition different
levels of authority, but all inherit interpretive frameworks. Tradition can preserve wisdom, yet it can
also require correction when inherited interpretations have supported exclusion, abuse, or anti-Jewish
readings.

Worldview, Materialism, and Rationalism

A worldview is a broad framework through which people understand reality, knowledge, morality,
human purpose, and destiny. Christianity can shape a worldview, but not every worldview is religious.
Secular humanism, naturalism, and philosophical materialism also provide frameworks for interpreting
reality. It is therefore inaccurate to reduce worldview to one doctrine or to assume that every member
of a religion shares an identical view.

Philosophical materialism holds that reality is fundamentally material or physical. It should not be
confused with consumerism, which concerns excessive emphasis on possessions, or with Marx’s
critique of ruling-class ideology. Christian theology generally rejects reductive materialism because it
affirms God, spirit, and realities that cannot be reduced to physical processes. At the same time,
Christianity does not treat matter as evil. Creation, incarnation, bodily resurrection, food, water, and
care for physical life all affirm the significance of the material world.
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Rationalism gives reason a primary role in knowledge. It is more than simply knowing right from
wrong. Theology can make use of rational argument without claiming that human reason is self-
sufficient. Faith and reason can therefore function as forms of mutual correction: reason can expose
contradiction or careless interpretation, while theological faith can challenge the assumption that only
what is empirically measurable is meaningful.

God, Transcendence, Immanence, and Divine
Attributes

Divine transcendence means that God exceeds creation and cannot be contained within it. Divine
immanence means that God is present and active within creation. Christian theology normally affirms
both. Transcendence prevents God from being reduced to one object within the universe, while
immanence prevents God from becoming a distant mechanism unrelated to human life.

The divine name YHWH, associated especially with Exodus 3, has been interpreted in relation to God’s
self-existence, faithfulness, and freedom. Jewish tradition generally avoids pronouncing the four-letter
divine name and substitutes titles such as Adonai. Christian discussion should therefore treat the
name with historical and religious care rather than as a simple vocabulary term.

Classical Christian theology also speaks of divine attributes such as goodness, wisdom, power, justice,
mercy, holiness, knowledge, eternity, and faithfulness. These attributes are not independent pieces
that combine to form God. They are ways finite language describes the one divine reality. Different
traditions debate how to understand immutability, impassibility, foreknowledge, and divine action,
which shows again why theological definitions should be presented as part of a larger argument
rather than isolated facts.

Sovereignty, Human Freedom, and the Problem of
Evil

Divine sovereignty refers to God’s ultimate authority and rule, but it raises difficult questions about
human freedom, providence, responsibility, prayer, and evil. Determinism is not identical to every
doctrine of divine sovereignty. Christian traditions range from strongly predestinarian positions to
views that emphasize libertarian freedom or cooperation between divine grace and human response.

The problem of evil asks how suffering can exist if God is good and powerful. Christian theology has
offered many responses involving freedom, natural order, soul formation, sin, divine solidarity in
suffering, and future restoration. None should be used carelessly in a way that trivializes a sufferer’s
pain. The Bible itself contains lament, protest, and questioning, suggesting that wrestling with God
can remain within faith rather than standing outside it.
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Thomas Aquinas’s arguments for God also belong within this discussion (Aquinas, Summa
Theologiae). His “Five Ways” do not simply claim that everything has a cause and therefore God must
be the first event. Aquinas reasons from change, efficient causation, contingency, degrees, and
governance toward a foundational reality. His arguments depend on a broader metaphysical
framework involving act, potency, essence, and existence. They remain debated, but they should be
represented accurately rather than reduced to a simplistic chain of causes.

Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Church

Christology examines the person and work of Jesus Christ. Colossians describes Christ as the image of
the invisible God, meaning that the invisible God is made known in Christ. Classical Christian doctrine
confesses Jesus as truly divine and truly human, and councils such as Nicaea and Chalcedon provided
language that became foundational for later theology. Christology therefore includes incarnation,
ministry, death, resurrection, salvation, and the implications of Christ’s identity for human life.

A theophany is a manifestation of God described in biblical narratives through forms such as fire,
cloud, voice, vision, messenger, or glory. It should be distinguished from incarnation. Theophany
refers to divine manifestation, while incarnation refers to the Christian claim that the Word became
flesh in Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit is not merely a feeling of connection or inspiration. Christian doctrine understands the
Spirit as divine and active in creation, prophecy, the life of Jesus, the church, sanctification, gifts, and

hope. Romans 8, for example, contrasts life oriented toward the flesh with life in the Spirit. “Flesh” in

Paul should not be reduced to the physical body; it often refers to humanity organized in resistance to
God.

The church is the community called into worship, witness, service, and communion. Ecclesiology asks
how authority, ministry, sacraments, mission, unity, and the church’s relationship to society should be
understood. Different Christian traditions answer these questions differently, but all face the
challenge of aligning doctrine with practice. A church may confess reconciliation while reproducing
division or abuse, which makes ethical accountability part of theological reflection.

Covenant and the Relationship Between the
Testaments

A covenant is a solemn relationship structured by promises and obligations. Biblical covenants are
associated with Noah, Abraham, Israel, David, and the new covenant. Genesis 12-50 presents
Abraham'’s call, family, promise, conflict, and descendants. The promise includes land, descendants,
and blessing for the families of the earth. It should not be reduced to a simple claim that one family
will rule forever.
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The word “testament” is historically related to covenant, but the New Testament is also the collection
of writings that witnesses to Jesus and the early church. It includes the Gospels, Acts, Pauline and
General Epistles, and Revelation. It is not merely another term for personal regeneration.

The relationship between the Old and New Testaments should be described carefully. Christian
theology often speaks of continuity, fulfillment, and reinterpretation, but those claims should not
erase Judaism or imply that the Hebrew Scriptures have value only as predictions of Christianity.
Responsible interpretation must also confront the history of anti-Jewish readings and distinguish
Christian theological claims from caricatures of Jewish faith.

Theology and Ethical Life

Theology has practical consequences. Beliefs about creation influence environmental responsibility.
Beliefs about the image of God affect how human dignity is understood. Christology shapes ideas
about service, suffering, and reconciliation. Pneumatology influences how communities understand
transformation, gifts, and hope. Doctrine therefore cannot be separated entirely from ethics.

At the same time, moral failure does not automatically prove that every theological claim held by a
person or institution is false. The relationship is more demanding: theology should be examined partly
by asking what kinds of practices it encourages, excuses, or challenges. A coherent theological
foundation therefore connects belief with responsibility without reducing doctrine to morality alone.

This approach also encourages intellectual humility. Theology should be willing to question its
assumptions, listen to interpretations beyond one community, and recognize where inherited readings
have harmed real people. Faith seeking understanding is not threatened by careful study; it depends
on it.

Conclusion

A theological foundation is not a collection of disconnected religious definitions. It is an organized
account of how Christian faith seeks understanding through revelation, Scripture, tradition, reason,
worship, and community. Concepts such as transcendence, materialism, rationalism, sovereignty,
covenant, theophany, Christology, and canon become meaningful when their relationships are made
clear.

Christian theology claims that God can be known truly without being known exhaustively, that Christ
reveals the invisible God, that the Spirit gives life and forms community, and that Scripture must be
interpreted responsibly within history and tradition. It also makes room for questioning, lament,
mystery, and ethical self-criticism. The goal is not to eliminate uncertainty but to speak about God
with greater precision, coherence, and humility.
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