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Moreno Valley Council Representative
Approves WLC

Posted on January 5, 2024

The Moreno Valley City Council’s decision on the World Logistics Center (WLC) required a difficult
balance among employment, land use, regional transportation, public health, environmental justice,
and long-term economic development. As a council representative, I would not treat the choice as a
simple conflict between “jobs” and “the environment.” The project is exceptionally large, and its
benefits and harms would be distributed differently across the community. Approval could support
investment and expand the city’s logistics role, but approval without enforceable safeguards could
also expose nearby residents to truck traffic, air pollution, noise, habitat loss, and infrastructure costs.
I would therefore support the project only under a legally binding framework that requires progressive
freight electrification, transparent emissions monitoring, community benefits, roadway investment,
worker protections, and periodic review. This position preserves the original essay’s support for
development while replacing unrealistic claims with a more responsible conditional approval. (City of
Moreno Valley, 2026)

The Scale and Purpose of the World Logistics
Center
The World Logistics Center is planned as a major warehouse and logistics development in eastern
Moreno Valley. California environmental records describe a project of approximately 40.6 million
square feet of logistics facilities on roughly 2,610 acres, together with associated infrastructure. Its
location near State Route 60 and the broader Southern California freight network gives it potential
value for distribution and supply-chain activity. The project is not a single warehouse that will appear
at once; buildout is expected to occur in phases and depends on market conditions. That scale
matters because environmental and economic impacts accumulate over time. Council approval
should therefore be linked to phased obligations, so later development cannot rely on outdated
assumptions or voluntary promises made at the beginning.

Potential Economic Benefits
Moreno Valley has legitimate reasons to seek stable employment, a broader tax base, infrastructure
investment, and economic activity closer to residents. Logistics facilities can create construction jobs,
warehouse and technical positions, maintenance work, management roles, and indirect demand for
local services. A large project may also increase the city’s visibility in regional commerce and attract
related businesses. However, the original claim that the WLC would create “hundreds of thousands”
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of jobs should not be repeated without verified evidence. Job projections depend on the pace of
construction, automation, tenant mix, hours, and whether positions are genuinely new or relocated
from elsewhere. Council members should require independent estimates that distinguish temporary
construction work, permanent onsite employment, indirect jobs, and induced economic activity.

Job Quality Matters as Much as Job Quantity
A development cannot be judged only by the number of positions advertised. Warehousing and
logistics jobs vary in wages, stability, scheduling, safety, benefits, and opportunities for advancement.
Some facilities rely heavily on temporary labor, productivity surveillance, or unpredictable shifts.
Others provide skilled technical and supervisory careers. A community-benefits agreement should
therefore establish expectations for local recruitment, apprenticeship, safety training,
nondiscrimination, wage standards, and access to full-time work. Public subsidies or infrastructure
commitments should be connected with measurable public returns. If the project promises economic
mobility, its workforce practices must allow residents to build careers rather than cycle through
insecure jobs.

Air Pollution and Public Health
The principal environmental concern is freight-related pollution. Diesel trucks and cargo equipment
emit nitrogen oxides, particulate matter, greenhouse gases, and other pollutants. The South Coast Air
Basin already experiences serious air-quality challenges, and communities near freight corridors often
carry disproportionate exposure. California’s environmental review acknowledged that the project
would have significant impacts and adopted mitigation measures together with a statement of
overriding considerations. This means the harms cannot be described as negligible. Residents’
concerns about asthma, cardiovascular disease, and daily breathing conditions are not irrational
obstacles to development. They are central public-health issues that must shape project design and
operation.

Why Carbon Offsets Are Not Enough
The original essay proposes purchasing carbon-offset credits as the main solution to emissions.
Offsets may be part of a broader climate strategy, but they do not remove diesel exhaust from roads
near homes and schools. A project could theoretically offset greenhouse gases elsewhere while
continuing to expose local residents to particulate matter and nitrogen oxides. Local air quality
therefore requires direct emission reductions. The priority should be zero-emission trucks and cargo-
handling equipment, electric infrastructure, limits on idling, clean construction machinery, route
management, and enforceable fleet-transition schedules. Any offsets should meet strict quality
standards and address only residual emissions that cannot yet be eliminated. They should never
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substitute for protecting the community surrounding the facility.

Electrification and the Settlement Framework
Public litigation and negotiation have pushed the project toward stronger electrification commitments.
Moreno Valley’s current project page lists settlement documents and measures, reflecting that
environmental concerns continued after initial approval. A landmark agreement announced in 2021
included significant investment toward electrified operations and other measures. These
commitments should be treated as minimum enforceable obligations rather than public-relations
claims. The city should publish implementation milestones, charging-infrastructure capacity, fleet
composition, equipment inventories, and compliance reports. If technology or regulation advances
more rapidly than expected, the project should be required to adopt stronger feasible measures
rather than remain frozen at older standards. (Earthjustice, 2021)

Traffic and Road Infrastructure
A logistics development of this size will affect roads far beyond its property boundary. Truck traffic
can increase congestion, collision risk, pavement damage, noise, and delays for residents. The
proposed improvements around the SR-60 and World Logistics Center Parkway interchange
demonstrate that transportation capacity is a major part of the project. Approval should require the
developer to fund a fair share of interchange, local-road, signal, and safety improvements. Truck
routes should avoid residential streets and sensitive sites where feasible. The city should monitor
traffic volumes rather than relying only on forecasts. If actual traffic exceeds modeled levels,
additional mitigation should be triggered automatically.

Schools, Homes, and Sensitive Receptors
Environmental planning should pay particular attention to children, older adults, people with
respiratory illness, and residents living near truck routes. Schools, childcare centers, homes, parks,
and healthcare facilities are often described as sensitive receptors because pollution exposure can
produce greater harm in these settings. Land-use buffers, high-efficiency filtration, vegetation, sound
barriers, route restrictions, and continuous monitoring may reduce exposure, though they cannot
replace source reduction. The city should identify which neighborhoods bear the greatest cumulative
burden and direct resources accordingly. Equal treatment does not mean applying the same measure
everywhere; it means responding to unequal risk.
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Environmental Justice
Environmental justice asks who receives economic benefits, who carries environmental costs, and
who participates in decisions. Communities in the Inland Empire have long experienced the
consequences of warehouse growth and freight transportation. Residents may support employment
while also demanding clean air; these positions are not contradictory. Decision-makers should avoid
portraying opponents as anti-business or supporters as indifferent to health. Meaningful participation
requires accessible hearings, translated documents, independent technical assistance, and sufficient
time to review information. Community members should also participate in oversight after approval,
when attention often declines and operational impacts become real.

Biological and Land-Use Impacts
The site is near the San Jacinto Wildlife Area and includes land whose development affects habitat,
drainage, landscape character, and regional ecology. Environmental review has considered biological
resources, agriculture, noise, transportation, and cumulative effects. Mitigation may include habitat
conservation, restoration, buffers, stormwater controls, and restrictions on construction timing. Yet
mitigation must be ecologically meaningful. Small isolated parcels do not necessarily replace
connected habitat, and long-term management requires funding. The city should coordinate with
state wildlife agencies and verify compliance through field monitoring rather than paperwork alone.

Water, Heat, and Energy
Large warehouse complexes use water for construction, landscaping, sanitation, and operations while
creating extensive roofs and paved surfaces. These surfaces can increase runoff and heat. Project
design should use water-efficient landscaping, stormwater capture, reflective or cool roofing, shade,
energy-efficient buildings, and onsite renewable energy. Solar panels can reduce electricity-related
emissions and provide power for charging, but the system must be planned with grid capacity,
storage, and operational demand in mind. Environmental design should be evaluated through
measured performance after occupancy, not simply through installed equipment. (California
Department of Justice, 2020)

Automation and Future Employment
Logistics technology is changing rapidly. Automated storage, robotics, artificial intelligence, and
autonomous vehicles may improve efficiency and safety while reducing some categories of labor. This
creates uncertainty around long-term job projections. The city should therefore negotiate workforce-
development commitments that prepare residents for technical maintenance, electrical work,
equipment operation, data systems, safety, and management. Partnerships with schools and colleges
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can be useful, but training should connect to actual hiring and recognized credentials. Economic-
development claims should be reviewed periodically as tenants and technology change.

Housing and Community Services
The original essay suggests that the WLC will directly provide schools and affordable housing, but a
logistics project does not automatically create these public goods. New economic activity may
increase demand for housing, transportation, emergency services, and education. If wages are
insufficient or housing supply is constrained, workers may face long commutes or displacement
pressure. The city should evaluate fiscal impacts and use development agreements or fees to support
services. Affordable housing policy should be addressed through dedicated programs rather than
assumed to result from warehouse construction.

Transparency and Independent Monitoring
Conditional approval is meaningful only if compliance can be verified. The city should create a public
dashboard reporting construction progress, truck volumes, fleet technology, air-monitor readings,
energy use, local hiring, wage commitments, complaints, and mitigation status. Data should be
collected or audited by independent qualified parties. Community members need a clear method for
reporting idling, route violations, noise, dust, or other problems. Penalties must be large enough to
influence behavior, and repeated violations should affect later phases. Transparency protects
responsible developers as well as residents by distinguishing verified performance from rumor.

Phased Approval and Adaptive Management
Because buildout may extend over many years, the council should avoid granting unconditional
permission based solely on one set of forecasts. Each major phase should demonstrate compliance
with earlier obligations and update analysis where conditions have changed. Adaptive management
allows measures to become stronger when monitoring shows unexpected harm or when cleaner
technology becomes feasible. This approach is especially important for freight electrification, which
depends on vehicles, charging infrastructure, grid capacity, and regulation that continue to evolve.
Phasing does not eliminate investment certainty; it defines clear standards that responsible
development must meet.

My Decision as a Council Representative
I would vote to authorize the project only with enforceable conditions designed around public health,
environmental justice, and durable economic benefit. My support would not rest on the claim that any
development is better than no development. It would rest on the possibility of shaping a major project
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so that the city receives employment and infrastructure without accepting avoidable pollution. The
conditions would include direct-emission reductions, binding electrification schedules, local workforce
commitments, transparent monitoring, road funding, habitat protection, and community oversight.
Failure to meet these obligations would delay or restrict later development phases.

Conclusion
The World Logistics Center presents Moreno Valley with both opportunity and risk. Its scale could
strengthen the city’s position in regional commerce and create jobs, but it could also intensify
pollution, traffic, ecological loss, and inequality if development proceeds without strong controls.
Carbon offsets and voluntary green claims are insufficient because local residents need direct
reductions in truck and equipment emissions. A responsible approval requires electrification, high-
quality employment, infrastructure investment, transparent data, and adaptive oversight. The
council’s duty is not to choose profit over pollution or pollution over employment. It is to use public
authority to ensure that economic development produces verifiable community benefit while
minimizing harms that would otherwise be imposed on residents who have the least power to avoid
them.
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