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Master’s and Finance Manager
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What Are Your Short- and Long-Term Professional
Goals?

My long-term goal is to become a finance manager who can move comfortably between analysis and
decision-making. | do not want to be the person who produces a technically correct model and then
leaves somebody else to explain what it means. | want to understand the numbers, test the
assumptions behind them, communicate the risks clearly, and help an organization decide what to do
next.

Finance first attracted me because it gives structure to uncertainty. Markets move for reasons that
are partly measurable and partly human. A company’s value may depend on cash flow, capital
structure, competition, regulation, and expectations that change quickly. During my undergraduate
studies, | enjoyed learning how financial theories try to organize these forces. | also learned that
applying them is more demanding than memorizing a formula.

My internships as a financial research assistant made this difference clear. A classroom problem
usually provides the relevant information. In a professional setting, the analyst has to decide which
information is relevant, whether the data are reliable, and how much confidence to place in the result.
| saw how two people could examine the same company and reach different conclusions because they
used different assumptions about growth, risk, or market conditions. Those experiences made me
more interested in financial analysis, not less, because | began to understand where judgment enters
the process.

In the short term, | want to deepen my knowledge of valuation, financial markets, portfolio analysis,
risk, and quantitative methods through the University of San Francisco’s Master of Science in
Financial Analysis program. | also want to improve my ability to use data and present conclusions to
people who do not share the same technical background. A finance professional may work with
accountants, engineers, executives, customers, or regulators. If the analysis cannot be communicated
clearly, its practical value is limited.

After completing the degree, my immediate professional goal is to work in a financial analyst or
research-oriented role where | can take responsibility for real decisions and continue learning from
experienced colleagues. | am particularly interested in roles involving company analysis, investment
research, planning, or risk assessment. | do not expect to begin as a manager simply because | have
earned a graduate degree. | expect to build credibility by producing careful work, asking useful
qguestions, and accepting responsibility for errors. (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, n.d.)
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Over time, | hope to progress into financial management. For me, that role means more than
supervising reports. A finance manager helps connect strategy with resources. The manager has to
understand whether a proposed investment supports the organization’s goals, how much risk it
creates, what alternatives exist, and how results will be measured. The role also requires leadership.
People should be able to raise a concern without fearing that an unwelcome number will be hidden or
punished. (Bright & Cortes, 2019)

I would like eventually to lead a team in which analytical rigor and ethical judgment are treated as
part of the same standard. Financial pressure can encourage people to present the most convenient
interpretation of the data. | want to become the kind of manager who can defend an honest analysis
even when it complicates a decision.

Why Do You Want to Complete This Degree, and
How Will It Help You Achieve Your Goals?

I am applying for a master’s degree because my undergraduate education and internships gave me a
strong beginning but also showed me the limits of my current preparation. | can understand core
financial concepts, yet | want more rigorous training in the way those concepts are used under
uncertainty. | need to become faster and more disciplined in moving from data to evidence, from
evidence to interpretation, and from interpretation to a recommendation.

The degree will help me strengthen three areas. The first is quantitative analysis. Financial work
increasingly depends on the ability to organize large amounts of information, evaluate models, and
recognize when a result is sensitive to one assumption. | want to improve my use of statistical and
analytical tools without treating software output as truth. A model should support judgment, not
replace it.

The second area is market understanding. An individual security or business decision is connected to
wider forces such as interest rates, inflation, currency movements, policy, industry structure, and
investor behavior. | want to develop a broader understanding of the microeconomic, macroeconomic,
and international trends that influence financial assets. This is one of the reasons USF’s MSFA
program appeals to me. The program’s emphasis on financial analysis and economic theory fits the
gap | identified during my professional experience.

The third area is communication and leadership. During internships, | noticed that finance teams often
know more than they successfully explain. A long report may contain the correct answer but fail to
guide the reader. | want to practice writing concise recommendations, defending assumptions in
discussion, and presenting uncertainty without becoming vague. Group projects and class discussions
can also help me become a better listener. Management requires the ability to understand why
another person disagrees before deciding how to respond.
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A graduate program also gives me the opportunity to learn in a disciplined sequence. Independent
reading is valuable, and | intend to continue it throughout my career. However, a structured degree
creates deadlines, feedback, comparison with peers, and access to faculty who can challenge weak
reasoning. | need that challenge. It is easy to become comfortable with the methods one already
knows.

The STEM designation of the MSFA program is relevant because it reflects the program’s quantitative
orientation. | am interested in data-driven finance, but | do not view STEM training only as a
credential. Its value lies in learning how to use technical tools responsibly. In finance, precision can
create false confidence. A number shown to several decimal places may still rest on uncertain
assumptions. | want training that helps me understand both the power and the limits of analysis.

The degree will also support my transition from supporting research to owning a larger part of the
decision process. At present, my experience has taught me how to gather information, compare
trends, and contribute to analysis. The next stage is learning how to design the analysis, defend the
methodology, and connect the result with organizational action. That progression is necessary if | am
to become a finance manager rather than remain only a technical contributor.

| expect the program to be demanding. That is part of its appeal. | want to work in an industry where
decisions affect jobs, investments, and long-term plans. It would be irresponsible to seek that
responsibility without preparing myself seriously.

Why the University of San Francisco?

The University of San Francisco stands out because its Master of Science in Financial Analysis
combines specialist finance training with the broader values of a university that emphasizes
responsibility and engagement. | am looking for a program that treats finance as a field connected to
the economy and society, not as an isolated competition to produce the highest return.

USF’s location is also meaningful. San Francisco and the wider Bay Area bring together finance,
technology, entrepreneurship, sustainability, and data-intensive business. Studying in this
environment would expose me to organizations and professionals dealing with rapid innovation and
unusual risk. I am interested in how financial managers evaluate businesses whose value depends on
intangible assets, changing technologies, and uncertain future markets. The city provides a relevant
setting for those questions.

The MSFA program’s focus on the trends that influence the value of financial assets matches my
academic interests. | want to understand markets at more than one level: the financial statements of
a company, the competitive position of its industry, and the economic forces affecting investors.
USF’s emphasis on rigorous quantitative financial analysis can help me connect those levels.

| am also attracted to the diversity of the university community. Finance decisions are made across
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borders and affect people with different priorities. Learning beside students with varied professional
and cultural backgrounds would make my own assumptions more visible. | do not want to finish
graduate school having learned only how people similar to me interpret a problem.

Another reason is the program’s connection with professional development. | value alumni networks
and industry contact, but | do not see networking as collecting names. | want to learn how
professionals built their careers, which mistakes changed their approach, and what skills proved
useful after graduation. A strong network is most valuable when it becomes a community of honest
advice and mutual responsibility.

| would contribute my own experience as a research assistant and my willingness to work through
difficult analytical questions. | have learned to be patient with incomplete data and to ask what a
number actually represents. | would also bring a clear sense of purpose. My goal is not to use the
degree as a decorative line on my résumé. | want to leave the program able to perform better work
and make more responsible decisions.

The University of San Francisco is the right environment for that development because it offers the
technical depth | need while placing education in a larger ethical context. Finance managers influence
which projects receive resources, which risks are accepted, and how honestly performance is
reported. | want my graduate education to prepare me for that responsibility as carefully as it
prepares me for analysis.
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