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Summary

In the essay “Legend of the Division Street,” written by Professor Anderst, the life of Chinese
immigrants is portrayed in a meaningful and realistic way. The essay focuses on the experiences of
Chinese immigrants living in the United States, especially those connected with Division Street.
Through observation, historical background, and personal interviews, the author presents a clear
picture of immigrant life. He shows that immigration is not simply a story of success and opportunity,
but also a story of struggle, sacrifice, hard work, and determination.

The United States is often described as a country of immigrants because people from many different
nations, cultures, and ethnic backgrounds have moved there in search of a better life. For many
immigrants, America represents hope, freedom, opportunity, and success. This idea is commonly
connected with the American Dream, which suggests that anyone can achieve prosperity through
hard work and determination. However, the essay explains that the reality of immigrant life is often
very different from the dream that people imagine before arriving. While immigration may offer new
opportunities, it also brings many hardships, including financial pressure, cultural adjustment,
language barriers, and emotional loneliness.

Historical and Cultural Background of Division
Street

Division Street is presented as a place where Chinese immigrants have lived and worked for many
years. It is not only a physical location but also a cultural space that reflects the identity, struggle,
and survival of immigrant communities. The author describes this area as a place filled with Chinese
food restaurants, grocery stores, vendors, and people speaking Chinese languages such as Mandarin
and Fuzhounese. These details help readers imagine the atmosphere of Division Street and
understand how immigrants create a sense of home in a foreign country. Through food, language,
business, and community life, Chinese immigrants preserve their culture while also adapting to life in
America. (Conerly et al., 2021)

The essay also provides historical background about Chinese immigration to the United States.
According to the author, Chinese people began to immigrate to America in the early 1800s. Many
came with the hope of finding work and building better lives for themselves and their families. Over
time, Chinese immigrants formed communities such as Chinatowns, where they could live close to
people who shared similar language, customs, and cultural traditions. These communities became
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important centers of support because immigrants often faced discrimination, economic hardship, and
social exclusion.

The author also mentions the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, which played an important role
in changing immigration patterns in the United States. After this law, a larger number of Chinese
immigrants were able to settle in America. Many of them came with dreams of better education,
employment, and family opportunities. As a result, Chinese communities in places like Chinatown and
Division Street continued to grow. However, the growth of these communities did not mean that life
became easy. Immigrants still had to work very hard to survive and succeed.

During his visit to Division Street, the author observes the daily life of Chinese immigrants. He notices
the restaurants, markets, vendors, and small businesses that represent the economic activity of the
community. These businesses are important because they show how immigrants create their own
opportunities when entering a new country. Many Chinese immigrants work long hours in restaurants,
grocery stores, and other small businesses to support their families. Their work may look ordinary
from the outside, but it reflects great effort, discipline, and sacrifice.

Chen Lijin’s Immigrant Experience

One of the most important parts of the essay is the author’s interview with a grocery store owner
named Chen Lijin. Through this interview, readers are able to understand immigrant life from a
personal perspective. Chen Lijin explains that his life in America is full of hardships. He has to work
very hard to make a living and support his family. His experience challenges the common belief held
by some people in China that life in America is effortless and easy. Many people who have never lived
as immigrants may imagine that moving to America automatically leads to comfort and success.
However, Chen Lijin's story shows that success in America requires constant struggle and patience.

Chen Lijin's life also reflects the emotional side of immigration. Although he faces difficulties, he does
not regret his decision to move to America. His main reason for staying is his desire to provide a
better future for his children. He wants them to receive a good education and have opportunities that
may not have been available to him. This shows that many immigrants do not struggle only for
themselves; they sacrifice their comfort for the next generation. For parents like Chen Lijin, the
American Dream is not just about personal success but about giving their children a chance at a
better life. (Corbett et al., 2014)

The American Dream and Immigrant Reality

The essay also explores the difference between fantasy and reality in immigrant life. Before
migration, many people imagine America as a place of wealth, comfort, and freedom. They may
believe that success comes easily once a person reaches the United States. However, the reality is
often much more complicated. Immigrants may work long hours, live in crowded conditions, face
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language problems, and struggle to fit into a new culture. They may also feel pressure from relatives
back home who assume that life abroad is simple and prosperous. This creates a painful contrast
between what others imagine and what immigrants actually experience.

Professor Anderst’s portrayal of Division Street is balanced and thoughtful. He does not describe
immigrant life as completely miserable, nor does he present it as completely successful and perfect.
Instead, he shows that the life of Chinese immigrants is somewhere between hardship and hope. It is
not heaven because immigrants face many challenges, but it is not hell because they also find
opportunities, community, and purpose. This balanced view makes the essay more realistic and
powerful.

The author concludes that Chinese immigrants like Chen Lijin are brave and determined people. Their
lives are shaped by struggle, but they continue to work hard because they believe in the possibility of
a better future. Division Street becomes a symbol of this courage. It represents the place where
immigrants face daily difficulties but also build families, businesses, and communities. Their story is
not only about survival but also about resilience.

In conclusion, “Legend of the Division Street” presents a realistic picture of Chinese immigrant life in
America. Through historical background, personal observation, and the story of Chen Lijin, Professor
Anderst shows that immigration is a complex experience filled with both pain and hope. The essay
reminds readers that the American Dream is not achieved easily. It requires sacrifice, courage, and
determination. Division Street stands as a powerful example of how immigrants struggle, adapt, and
continue working for a better life for themselves and their children.
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