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Introduction

William Shakespeare’'s Romeo and Juliet develops its tragedy through two young characters who
change rapidly under the pressure of love, family conflict, secrecy, and violence. The play is often
described as a simple celebration of romantic devotion, but Romeo and Juliet are more complex than
ideal lovers defeated only by fate. Romeo begins as a theatrical, self-absorbed admirer of Rosaline
and becomes a husband capable of tenderness, courage, rage, and fatal impulsiveness. Juliet begins
as an obedient daughter with little experience of marriage and develops a powerful independent
voice. Their growth is real, yet the adult world gives them few safe ways to act. (Shakespeare, n.d.)

The original analysis correctly recognizes Juliet’s forced maturity, Romeo’s limited self-control, and
the importance of the feud. Several claims require revision. Romeo does not kill Tybalt simply to
prove love for Juliet; he first refuses to fight because Tybalt has secretly become his relative, then kills
him in grief and anger after Mercutio’s death. Romeo kills Paris in the tomb during a desperate
confrontation rather than because Paris is a romantic competitor. Juliet is not without flaws, but her
decisions are generally more deliberate than Romeo’s. The tragedy emerges from character, social
structure, accident, and time.

Romeo Before He Meets Juliet

Romeo first appears absorbed in unreturned love for Rosaline. His language relies on conventional
Petrarchan contradictions: love is smoke, fire, sickness, sweetness, and pain. He separates himself
from friends, wanders alone, and treats emotion as an identity. This presentation makes him appear
sincere but immature. He loves the experience of being a rejected lover as much as he knows
Rosaline herself.

Benvolio encourages Romeo to compare Rosaline with other women at the Capulet feast. Romeo
attends intending to see Rosaline, not to challenge the feud. The speed with which his attention
moves to Juliet reveals emotional volatility. It also shows Shakespeare changing the quality of his
language. The exaggerated contradictions used for Rosaline give way to the shared sonnet between
Romeo and Juliet. Their first conversation is formally balanced: each completes the other’s pattern of
pilgrim, saint, prayer, and kiss. For the first time, Romeo’s beloved speaks back and shapes the
exchange. (Levenson, 2000)
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Juliet Before She Meets Romeo

Juliet enters as a young daughter whose parents are considering Paris’s proposal. When Lady Capulet
asks about marriage, Juliet answers cautiously that it is an honor she has not dreamed of. She agrees
to look at Paris but does not promise affection. Her response is obedient without being empty. She
listens, measures language, and avoids claiming feelings she does not possess.

The Nurse’s long memories emphasize Juliet’s childhood and age. Lord Capulet initially tells Paris that
she is too young, yet the family later demands an immediate marriage. This shift reveals that adult
decisions about Juliet depend on alliance and crisis rather than consistent concern for her readiness.
Her youth increases vulnerability but does not erase intelligence.

The Balcony Scene and the Growth of Juliet’s
Agency

In the balcony scene, Romeo speaks first from concealment and idealizes Juliet as sun, angel, and
heavenly presence. Juliet’s language is more analytical. She asks why Romeo must carry the
Montague name and considers the relationship between a name and the person it labels. Her famous
guestion is not a rejection of family history but a recognition that an inherited word has become a
deadly political category.

Juliet worries that their love is “too rash, too unadvised, too sudden.” She understands the danger and
asks for honorable intention. Romeo offers vows, but Juliet manages the practical conversation: if his
purpose is marriage, he must send word. Her agency grows through speech. She does not simply
surrender to Romeo; she sets terms and attempts to transform attraction into commitment.

At the same time, both lovers underestimate the consequences of secrecy. Marriage may appear to
offer a private solution to public hatred, but it cannot safely exist without support. Friar Lawrence
hopes the union will reconcile the houses, yet he conducts it without preparing the families or building
a plan for disclosure.

Romeo’s Strengths and Weaknesses

Romeo is capable of empathy, imagination, and total commitment. He risks entering the Capulet
garden, accepts marriage across the feud, and attempts to avoid conflict with Tybalt. When Tybalt
insults him, Romeo responds with unexpected affection because he knows they are now relatives.
Mercutio interprets the refusal as dishonor and fights in Romeo’s place.

After Mercutio is mortally wounded, Romeo blames himself and turns rapidly from restraint to
revenge. He kills Tybalt and immediately recognizes that he is “fortune’s fool.” This phrase
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acknowledges circumstance, but it also avoids full responsibility. Romeo’s weakness is not love itself;
it is the speed with which intense emotion becomes action. Grief, shame, anger, and despair
repeatedly narrow his imagination.

His response to banishment illustrates the same pattern. He treats exile as worse than death and
collapses in Friar Lawrence’s cell. The Friar criticizes his lack of proportion and reminds him that Juliet
lives. Romeo later shows courage in traveling back to Verona, but the journey is guided by incomplete
information and a decision to die rather than investigate.

Juliet’s Strengths and Contradictions

Juliet demonstrates resilience, verbal intelligence, and commitment. After learning that Romeo killed
Tybalt, she experiences genuine moral conflict. Tybalt was her cousin, Romeo is her husband, and the
feud demands that these loyalties be incompatible. Her speech moves through contradictory
descriptions before she chooses to defend Romeo. This is not proof that she ignores violence; it is an
attempt to make sense of a situation in which every available loyalty causes pain.

When her father orders her to marry Paris, Juliet refuses. Capulet responds with threats and insults,
Lady Capulet withdraws, and the Nurse recommends marrying Paris. Juliet then conceals her
intentions even from the Nurse. Her isolation forces further maturity. She seeks the Friar, evaluates
the potion plan, and drinks despite fears of suffocation, madness, ghosts, and waking alone among
bodies.

Juliet’s courage does not make every decision wise. She accepts a dangerous plan created under time
pressure and does not have an independent adult advocate. Yet compared with Romeo, she more
often imagines consequences before acting. Her final suicide occurs after she wakes to find Romeo
dead and hears approaching authorities. The choice is desperate and tragic, not evidence that death
proves the perfection of love.

Tybalt, Mercutio, and the Masculine Code of Honor

Tybalt represents aggressive loyalty to the Capulet name. He recognizes Romeo at the feast and
seeks permission to attack, but Capulet restrains him. Tybalt later sends a challenge. His violence is
personal, yet it is also supported by a culture in which male honor requires response to insult.

Mercutio is witty, imaginative, and hostile to romantic convention. His Queen Mab speech mocks
dreams while becoming increasingly dark. He treats Romeo’s refusal to fight as shameful and enters
the duel. His death changes the play’s form. Before it, conflict and comedy coexist; afterward, the
feud produces irreversible loss. His curse on both houses correctly identifies collective responsibility.
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Paris and the Adult Marriage System

Paris is not simply a villain. He seeks Capulet’s approval, behaves courteously toward Juliet, and
mourns her at the tomb. However, he participates in a marriage system that gives Juliet little
decision-making power. He interprets her grief as mourning for Tybalt and does not recognize her
resistance to the marriage.

Romeo encounters Paris at the tomb without understanding his purpose. Paris believes Romeo has
come to dishonor the Capulet dead and tries to arrest him. Romeo warns him to leave, but the
confrontation becomes fatal. The killing demonstrates how secrecy turns people who might otherwise
understand one another into enemies.

The Nurse and Friar Lawrence as Failed Helpers

The Nurse provides affection, humor, memory, and practical assistance. She carries messages and
helps arrange the marriage. Yet after Romeo’s banishment, she advises Juliet to marry Paris. From a
practical viewpoint, she may believe Romeo is permanently unavailable; for Juliet, the advice destroys
trust because it treats the existing marriage as disposable.

Friar Lawrence sees the possibility of reconciliation and warns Romeo about violent delight.
Nevertheless, he agrees to a secret wedding and later creates a dangerous deception. His letter fails
to reach Romeo because of a quarantine, but the plan already depends on perfect timing, private
communication, and a frightened girl waking in a tomb. His good intentions cannot compensate for
poor risk management.

Family, Feud, and Social Structure

The lovers make consequential choices, but the feud creates the conditions in which ordinary
courtship becomes dangerous. Neither Romeo nor Juliet began the conflict. Servants, relatives, and
friends inherit hostility as part of identity. The Prince attempts to control street violence through
punishment, yet civic authority responds after repeated conflict rather than resolving its social basis.

Capulet’s treatment of Juliet exposes patriarchal power. He can appear affectionate and festive, but
his kindness depends on obedience. When Juliet refuses Paris, he threatens abandonment. Lady
Capulet does not protect her. The family’s public status takes priority over the daughter’s consent.

Time, Chance, and Responsibility

The play repeatedly compresses time. Romeo and Juliet meet, marry, are separated, and die within a
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few days. Speed intensifies passion and prevents reflection. Chance also matters: Romeo happens to
read the servant’s invitation list, Mercutio receives a wound under Romeo’s arm, the Friar's message
is delayed, and Romeo reaches the tomb before learning the truth. (Gale, 2015)

Chance does not remove responsibility. The feud, secret marriage, duel, parental coercion, potion
plan, and Romeo’s purchase of poison are human decisions. Shakespeare combines fate with action
so that no single person fully causes the tragedy, yet many people contribute.

Character Development and the Meaning of the
Ending

Romeo develops from a conventional rejected lover into someone whose love is reciprocal and whose
choices have adult consequences. He becomes more courageous and committed, but he does not
overcome impulsiveness. Juliet develops more substantially. She moves from cautious obedience to
independent judgment, strategic deception, and resistance to forced marriage. Her growth is
accelerated by crisis and isolation rather than supported by a healthy path to adulthood.

The deaths finally achieve what the secret marriage could not: the families acknowledge the cost of
hatred. The reconciliation is morally necessary but painfully late. Gold statues cannot restore the
children or undo the harm suffered by Mercutio, Tybalt, Paris, and others.

Conclusion

Romeo and Juliet are dynamic characters whose love reveals both genuine growth and dangerous
limitation. Romeo’s imagination and devotion are undermined by emotional impulsiveness. Juliet’s
intelligence, resilience, and agency become stronger as adult protection disappears. Tybalt and
Mercutio embody the honor culture of the feud, while the Nurse and Friar Lawrence offer help that
ultimately fails. The tragedy is not caused by love alone or by one personality flaw. It results from
hurried choices inside a society organized by inherited hatred, patriarchal authority, secrecy, and
violence. Shakespeare makes the lovers responsible for actions without treating them as the only
authors of their fate.
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