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Introduction

Slavery was permissible in the United States in the year 1776, and Jefferson unwillingly possessed
slaves. He had never offered his idea for the steady liberation of the slaves to Congress as he
understood that Congress would probably not favor it. But Franklin and Jefferson did make a plan to
buy the slaves and give them to Africa, while in 1821, recurring slaves initiated the country of Liberia.
Agreed or disagreed with the subsequent declaration and protected your place the possession of
slaves by the individuals who have written The Declaration of Independence invalidates it. July 4,
1776. (Middle Tennessee State University, 2023)

Equality, Independence, and the Contradiction of
Slavery

The birth date of a country founded on principles of equality. So how does a country that is based on
the ideas of parity come to life by the people who didn’t practice the equivalence as they possessed
the slaves? Does their possession of slaves cancel The Declaration of Independence, which says that
“all men are created equal”? Some persons might argue that the possession of slaves has major
donors like Benjamin Franklin could, in fact, cancel the declaration. Though, | believe that the conflict
is correct. | believe that even though the possession of slaves by these persons as Franklin and
Jefferson, the declaration is still lawful. | consider that their possession of slaves might have assisted
in validating the declaration. By seeing the documents, for example, The Declaration of
Independence, you must take into consideration the past setting of the article. The Declaration of
Independence was inscribed in the era when there was very little equivalence anyplace, and the
impression of the whites and blacks, or women and men, being likely was unheard of. Actually, at this
fact of the past, blacks were not even actually reflected as individuals in the Constitution. It was
inscribed that a slave could only be counted as an individual when counting a country’s inhabitants.
Even all white persons were not considered equal except you possessed the land you would not be
able to join in government at this period (Digital History).
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African American Participation in the Revolution

African-American soldiers helped with the courage at the war of Bunker Hill and Lexington. In
November 1775, though, Congress had decided to reject the blacks from the upcoming deployment of
compassion to the view of southern-slave holders. Then, Lord Dunmore’s assurance of independence
to slaves who were recruited in the British army led by the Congress unwillingly to contrary its
conclusion, terrible that black soldiers would join the red coats (“Was the American Revolution Fought
to Save Slavery?”). (Mark, 2024)

Contributions of Enslaved People to Independence

African-American slavery played a vital role in the revolution and the independence. They have fought
at Fort Ticonderoga and in the war of Bunker Hill. A slave has helped row Washington through the
Della-ware. Overall, around 5,000 freed blacks, African Americans and slaves were supported in the
Mainland military in the Revolution. By 1778, several states of America, including Virginia, approved
the independence of the slaves who assisted in the Revolutionary battle.

Revolutionary Effects on Slavery

The American Revolution had thoughtful effects on the organization of slavery. Many thousands of
slaves gained their liberty by serving on both sides of the Combat of Independence. As an outcome of
this Revolution, astonishing numbers of slaves were manumitted. However, thousands of other slaves
got independence themselves by running away. In Georgia, only around 5000 slaves, a third of the
group’s prewar total, were away. In South Carolina, a quarter of the slaves gained liberty.

British and Colonial Use of Enslaved Soldiers

Both the colonists and the British thought that slaves might play a significant part in the revolution. In
April 1775, Lord Dunmore (1732-1809), the great governor of the state of Virginia, endangered that
he could announce the right to the slaves and decrease Williams-burg to ruins if the settlers resorted
to strength them alongside the British expert. In November, he assured independence to all of the
slaves going to insurgents who might join his Magnificence’s Troops for the further quicker
plummeting the Group to a proper intellect of their responsibility. Around 800 slaves united with the
British militaries, several exhausting the insignia “Liberty to the Slaves.” The British plea to slave
discontent annoyed slave containers not only in the Southern part but also in New York’s Hudson
Valley. After a while, Sir Henry Clinton (1738-1795) assured the safety of all of the slaves who were
isolated from the insurgents. Clinton’s promise might well have contributed to the failure of the British
source in the Southern part. By signifying that the Revolution was a conflict against slavery, he
estranged certain neutrals and even several stalwarts(S/avery and the Making of America . The Slave
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Experience: Freedom & Emancipation | PBS).

Constitutional Compromises and Thurgood
Marshall’s Critique

On the 200th birthday of the Constitution of the United States, Thurgood Marshall, the 1st African
American to be seated on the Supreme Court of the United States, said that the Constitution was
faulty from the beginning. He pointed out that the framers had left out most of the Americans when
they wrote the saying, “We the People.” While some associates of the Legitimate Agreement
pronounced “eloquent objections” to slavery, Marshall has said that they “agreed to a text which has
laid a basis for the harmful actions which were to follow. (Associated Press, 2026)

Slavery in the Constitution

The term “slave” doesn’t appear in the Constitution of the United States. The framers deliberately
evaded the term, distinguishing that it could smear the constitution. Slavery has received vital shelter
in the Constitution of the United States. The infamous Three-fifths section, which totaled three-fifths
of the slave populace, allocated the picture provided by the South further image in the House and
further ballots in the Electoral School. Slavery has a very long history in the United States, and it
cannot be excluded. (National Archives, 2022)

References

Middle Tennessee State University. (2023). Declaration of Independence. The First Amendment
Encyclopedia. https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/article/declaration-of-independence/

National Archives. (2022). Constitutional amendments series: Amendment XllI—The abolition of
Slavery.
https://reagan.blogs.archives.gov/2022/09/08/constitutional-amendments-series-amendment-xiii-the-a
bolition-of-slavery/

Mark, J. ). (2024). Declaration of Independence. World History Encyclopedia.
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2411/declaration-of-independence/

Associated Press. (2026). “We hold these truths”: Viewing the Declaration of Independence through
its contradictions. https://apnews.com/article/d49050f62425ed6ddecc5dfb42ba8a20

Copyright © 2026 Academic Master. | 3


https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/article/declaration-of-independence/
https://reagan.blogs.archives.gov/2022/09/08/constitutional-amendments-series-amendment-xiii-the-abolition-of-slavery/
https://reagan.blogs.archives.gov/2022/09/08/constitutional-amendments-series-amendment-xiii-the-abolition-of-slavery/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2411/declaration-of-independence/
https://apnews.com/article/d49050f62425ed6ddecc5dfb42ba8a20

