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Introduction

World-history textbooks do more than organize factual information; their structure teaches students
how to think about causation, comparison, chronology, and historical significance. Stephen Morillo’s
Frameworks of World History and Richard W. Bulliet and his coauthors’ The Earth and Its Peoples: A
Global History both present decolonization within a worldwide narrative, yet they guide readers
through that transformation differently. Morillo foregrounds comparative frameworks such as
networks, hierarchies, and cultural systems, encouraging students to connect developments across
regions. Bulliet and his coauthors give greater weight to chronological and regional narrative, helping
students follow how imperial expansion, the world wars, nationalist movements, and postwar
independence unfolded in sequence. Neither textbook is purely thematic or purely chronological; the
difference is one of emphasis. Decolonization provides an especially useful case for comparison
because it requires both approaches. Students need chronology to understand why independence
movements accelerated at particular moments and comparative concepts to understand why colonial
power, resistance, and postcolonial inequality took different forms across Asia, Africa, the Middle East,
and other regions.

Two Different Architectures of Historical
Explanation

Morillo’s framework-based organization encourages students to begin with relationships rather than
isolated national stories. Empires can be examined as networks connecting labor, commaodities,
migration, military service, education, religion, and administration while also creating hierarchies that
ranked territories and populations unequally. Decolonization then becomes more than a series of flags
changing hands. It involves challenges to political authority, racial classification, economic extraction,
cultural legitimacy, and international status. Bulliet’'s more chronological organization creates a
different analytical strength. By moving through major periods, students can see how one
development altered the conditions of the next: the First World War weakened some imperial
assumptions, the Great Depression intensified economic pressures, the Second World War
transformed military and political expectations, and postwar institutions created new arenas for
claims about sovereignty. Thematic structure makes similarities across distant cases easier to
identify, whereas chronological structure makes immediate sequence and timing easier to follow. A

Copyright © 2026 Academic Master. | 1


https://academic-master.com/comparison-of-two-world-history-textbooks/

@ ’ACADEMIC

strong student of decolonization needs both forms of explanation because structures create long-term
pressures while events determine when those pressures become politically decisive.

Explaining the Causes of Decolonization

Both textbooks are most useful when they avoid the misleading idea that colonial empires ended
simply because European governments decided to withdraw. Anticolonial movements had developed
long before 1945 through political parties, labor organizations, intellectual networks, religious groups,
veterans, students, women’s organizations, and local resistance. Colonial schooling, newspapers,
transport, law, and military service sometimes created tools that activists later used against imperial
rule. Economic grievances also mattered because many colonial economies were organized around
raw-material exports, unequal land systems, taxation, and dependence on external markets. The
world wars intensified these contradictions. Colonial soldiers and workers contributed to imperial war
efforts while remaining subject to unequal political systems, and Japanese victories in Asia
undermined the image of European invincibility. After 1945, the United Nations, human-rights
language, Cold War competition, and growing solidarity among Asian and African states changed the
international context. Morillo’s concepts make these shared mechanisms easier to compare, while
Bulliet's sequence helps readers understand how they converged at particular historical moments.

Different Paths to Political Independence

A chronological narrative is especially valuable when students compare the distinct routes by which
colonial rule ended. British withdrawal from South Asia produced independence for India and Pakistan
but also catastrophic partition and mass displacement. Indian independence emerged from decades
of political organization, mass mobilization, repression, negotiation, and competing visions of
sovereignty rather than from one event. Indonesia confronted Dutch efforts to restore colonial rule
after Japanese occupation, while Vietnam’s anticolonial struggle became entangled with wider Cold
War conflict. Algeria experienced a violent war against France shaped by settler colonialism, and
Ghana followed a different route under Kwame Nkrumah through mass politics and negotiated
constitutional change. Bulliet’s regional chronology helps keep these sequences distinct so students
do not flatten decolonization into one universal model. Morillo’s thematic perspective then allows
comparison across them: how nationalism mobilized populations, how imperial violence operated,
how international pressure mattered, and how inherited institutions shaped the choices facing new
governments. Difference and comparison therefore work together rather than canceling one another.

Political Independence Did Not End Colonial
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Legacies

One of the most important teaching problems is preventing students from treating formal
independence as the end of the story. Newly sovereign states inherited borders, administrative
structures, legal systems, transport networks, educational institutions, and economic patterns that
had often been designed for imperial priorities. Some economies remained heavily dependent on a
narrow range of commodity exports or foreign capital. Governments also faced the difficult task of
building national institutions across linguistic, ethnic, regional, religious, and class differences that
colonial rule had sometimes intensified or administratively hardened. Cold War rivalry created
additional constraints because newly independent states sought aid, markets, diplomatic support, or
military security from competing superpowers. The Non-Aligned Movement attempted to create
political space outside formal alignment, but its members still faced very different domestic and
international pressures. Morillo’'s emphasis on hierarchies and networks helps explain why political
sovereignty did not automatically dissolve economic dependence or inherited inequalities, while
Bulliet’s chronology helps students follow how these problems emerged after independence and
affected later state-building, conflict, development, and diplomacy.

How the Textbooks Teach Historical Thinking

The two books encourage different habits of historical reasoning. Bulliet’s chronological organization
supports change-over-time analysis because students can identify conditions that precede an event,
turning points that alter possibilities, and consequences that unfold afterward. This structure is
particularly useful for readers still building a mental timeline of world history. Morillo’s framework
approach places greater pressure on comparative reasoning. Students must ask how similar
mechanisms operate across cases and whether categories such as network, hierarchy, or cultural
system explain meaningful similarities without erasing local difference. This can produce stronger
analytical essays because it moves beyond narrative summary, but it can also be harder for students
who lack chronological anchors. The risks are mirror images. Chronology can become a procession of
dates and events without explanation, while thematic analysis can become abstract and detached
from specific human decisions. The most effective teaching combines them: chronology answers
when and in what sequence change occurred, while analytical frameworks help explain how political,
economic, social, and cultural processes interacted across different parts of the world.

Global Context and the Movement of Ideas

Decolonization was a global process partly because people, political ideas, strategies, and institutions
crossed imperial and national boundaries. Activists followed independence movements elsewhere,
exchanged arguments about nationalism and socialism, met through international conferences, and
used global media to publicize repression. The Bandung Conference became an important symbol of
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Asian and African political cooperation, while Caribbean, African, and Asian intellectuals debated race,
empire, citizenship, and liberation in multiple metropolitan and colonial settings. Former imperial
societies were also transformed by decolonization through migration, citizenship disputes, political
memory, and continuing arguments over museums, archives, reparations, and cultural heritage. A
world-history textbook should therefore avoid representing decolonization as Europe acting upon
passive colonies or as a process contained within separate national boxes. Morillo’s network concept
is especially useful for recognizing cross-border connections, while Bulliet’s broad regional coverage
supplies the concrete historical cases students need to understand them. The strongest global history
emerges when connections are traced without losing the particular institutions and conflicts that gave
them different meanings in each place.

Which Structure Serves Which Student Task?

The two textbooks are useful for different academic purposes, and that distinction is more informative
than declaring one universally superior. A student preparing for an introductory examination may find
Bulliet’s clearer sequence helpful because it provides chronological anchors and regional narratives
that make complicated events easier to place. A student writing a comparative essay may find
Morillo’s frameworks especially productive because networks and hierarchies encourage connections
across cases. Thematic organization can reveal that colonial schooling, labor systems, or trade
networks played comparable roles in places that otherwise differed greatly, while chronological
organization helps prevent anachronism and clarifies which political options were available at a given
moment. Teachers can also compensate for each book’s limitations: a thematic text can be
supplemented with timelines and regional case studies, while a chronological text can be paired with
cross-regional comparison questions. Textbook design therefore shapes learning but does not
determine it completely. Students develop stronger historical understanding when they use the
organization of a book consciously rather than treating chapter order as a neutral container for facts.

Conclusion

Frameworks of World History and The Earth and Its Peoples present decolonization through different
but complementary architectures of historical explanation. Morillo emphasizes comparative
frameworks that help students recognize networks, hierarchies, cultural systems, and recurring
patterns across regions. Bulliet and his coauthors place greater emphasis on chronological and
regional development, making the sequence from imperialism through war, nationalist mobilization,
independence, and postcolonial state-building easier to follow. Decolonization demonstrates why both
approaches matter. Structural inequalities and transnational connections explain why resistance
developed, while specific wars, negotiations, political movements, and international changes explain
when and how colonial rule ended in particular places. Formal independence also did not erase
inherited borders, economic dependencies, administrative institutions, or social conflicts, so the story
continues beyond the transfer of sovereignty. Students gain the strongest understanding when they
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combine chronological control with comparative analysis. The question is therefore not which
textbook possesses the one correct organization of world history, but how each structure helps
readers ask different and necessary questions about the same global transformation.
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