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The Four Gospels and the Study of Jesus
Christians all over the world recognize the four Gospels as sacred writings that help them understand
the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These four Gospels are Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John. They are not simply personal memories or ordinary biographies of Jesus. Instead, they
are theological accounts that summarize and interpret the life of Jesus for believers and for different
audiences. Through these writings, Christians learn about Jesus’ message, his miracles, his
compassion, his authority, and his role as the Son of God. (Dunn; Burridge)

The four Gospels are important because they provide the foundation for Christian faith. They explain
who Jesus is, what he taught, how he lived, and why his life matters. Although the Gospels describe
many of the same events, each one presents Jesus from a slightly different perspective. This does not
weaken their value. Instead, it gives readers a fuller understanding of Jesus’ personality and mission.
Just as different witnesses may describe the same event from different angles, the Gospel writers
present different aspects of the same central truth.

Some Christian traditions explain the number of the Gospels symbolically by saying that, just as there
are four corners of the world, there are four Gospels to carry the message of Christ to all humanity.
Whether understood symbolically or historically, the four Gospels have been accepted by the Church
because they faithfully present the life and teachings of Jesus. Other writings about Jesus existed, but
the four canonical Gospels were recognized as authentic and authoritative within the Christian
tradition.

Distinct Audiences and Theological Purposes
Although all four Gospels describe the life of Jesus and important events surrounding his ministry,
they were written for different audiences, at different times, and under different circumstances. Each
writer had a particular purpose and message. For this reason, the Gospels are not exact copies of one
another. They share the same central subject, but each Gospel emphasizes certain themes based on
the needs of its audience. Together, they help believers understand Jesus more deeply.

The Gospel of Matthew was written mainly for a Jewish audience. Matthew presents Jesus as the
promised Messiah who fulfills the prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures. Throughout the Gospel,
Matthew often refers to the Old Testament to show that Jesus is connected to Jewish history, law, and
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prophecy. This was important because many Jewish readers needed to understand how Jesus’ life
related to the promises God had made to Israel. Matthew emphasizes Jesus as a teacher, a king, and
the fulfillment of God’s plan. (The New Oxford Annotated Bible, Matt. 1–7)

Matthew also presents Jesus as a new and greater Moses. Just as Moses gave the law to the people of
Israel, Jesus teaches with divine authority. The Sermon on the Mount is one of the most important
parts of Matthew’s Gospel because it presents Jesus’ moral and spiritual teachings. Through this
Gospel, readers see Jesus as the Messiah who brings God’s kingdom and calls people to live with
righteousness, mercy, and faith.

Mark’s Gospel and the Suffering Servant
The Gospel of Mark is generally considered the shortest and most direct of the four Gospels. It is often
described as an abridged or concise account of Jesus’ ministry. Mark is traditionally connected with
the preaching and teaching of the Apostle Peter. This Gospel focuses strongly on action. It moves
quickly from one event to another and presents Jesus as a powerful servant who heals, teaches,
confronts evil, and willingly suffers. (The New Oxford Annotated Bible, Mark 1–16)

Mark’s Gospel emphasizes the suffering of Jesus and the cost of discipleship. It shows that following
Jesus is not only about witnessing miracles but also about faith, sacrifice, and endurance. Mark’s
audience may have included Christians facing hardship or persecution, so this message would have
been deeply meaningful. Through Mark, readers understand that Jesus’ power is shown not only in
miracles but also in his humility and suffering.

The Gospel of Luke is the most extensive and detailed of the Synoptic Gospels. Luke presents Jesus as
the Savior of all people, including Jews and non-Jews. This Gospel emphasizes the inclusion of
Gentiles, women, the poor, the sick, and the socially rejected. Luke’s writing shows that the message
of Jesus is not limited to one nation or group. Instead, it is offered to all humanity. (The New Oxford
Annotated Bible, Luke 1–24)

Luke also pays great attention to compassion, forgiveness, and social concern. Parables such as the
Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son reflect Luke’s emphasis on mercy and God’s love for those who
are lost or marginalized. Luke’s Gospel helps readers see Jesus as a compassionate Savior who
reaches out to people who are often ignored by society. This makes the Gospel deeply human and
universal in its message.

John’s Gospel and the Divine Identity of Jesus
The Gospel of John is different in style from Matthew, Mark, and Luke. John does not simply retell the
same events in the same order. Instead, it focuses more deeply on the spiritual identity of Jesus. John
presents Jesus as the Word of God, the Son of God, and the source of eternal life. The purpose of
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John’s Gospel is to persuade people to believe in Jesus Christ and strengthen their faith in him. (The
New Oxford Annotated Bible, John 1–21)

John’s Gospel includes many powerful statements by Jesus, such as “I am the bread of life,” “I am the
light of the world,” and “I am the resurrection and the life.” These statements reveal Jesus’ divine
identity and spiritual mission. John also presents signs and miracles that point to Jesus’ authority.
Unlike the other Gospels, John is especially reflective and theological. It invites readers not only to
know about Jesus but also to believe in him personally.

The four Gospels therefore present different but complementary pictures of Jesus. Matthew shows
Jesus as the promised Messiah and teacher. Mark presents him as the suffering servant and powerful
Son of God. Luke portrays him as the compassionate Savior of all people. John reveals him as the
divine Word and source of eternal life. Each Gospel has its own focus, but all of them point to the
same central message: Jesus Christ is the Savior and Lord. (Dunn; Burridge)

Comparative Meaning and the Unity of Gospel
Witness
The fact that the Gospels were written by different authors for different communities makes them
even more meaningful. Their differences show that the message of Jesus could speak to many kinds
of people and situations. Jewish believers, Gentile believers, suffering Christians, and those seeking
deeper faith could all find guidance in the Gospel accounts. This variety helps explain why the four
Gospels remain important for Christians today.

It is also important to recognize that the life and teachings of Jesus cannot be fully contained in only
four books. The Gospel of John itself suggests that Jesus did many other things that were not written
down. This means that the Gospels are not meant to record every detail of Jesus’ life. Instead, they
preserve the most important teachings and events needed for faith and understanding. They guide
believers toward the meaning of Jesus’ life rather than merely giving a complete historical record.

In conclusion, the four Gospels are central to Christianity because they present the life, teachings,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ from different perspectives. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
each wrote with a specific purpose and audience in mind. Matthew connects Jesus with Jewish
prophecy, Mark emphasizes action and suffering, Luke highlights compassion and inclusion, and John
calls readers to faith in Jesus as the Son of God. Together, the four Gospels provide a rich and
complete reflection on Jesus’ identity and mission. They continue to guide Christians in faith, worship,
and daily life. (Dunn; Burridge)
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