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Economics is often understood as the study of money, markets, trade, production, and consumption.
However, economics is much broader than financial activity alone. It studies how individuals, families,
businesses, governments, and societies make choices under conditions of scarcity. Since human
beings have limited time, money, resources, and opportunities, they must decide how to use these
resources wisely. For Christian individuals, economics is not only a practical subject but also a moral
and spiritual concern. It affects how people care for God’s creation, serve their neighbors, use
resources, respond to poverty, and obey God’s commands.

Christianity teaches that God is the creator of the world and that human beings are responsible for
caring for what God has made. This responsibility is often called stewardship. Stewardship means
managing resources faithfully, not selfishly or wastefully. Economics helps Christians understand how
resources are produced, distributed, consumed, and preserved. Therefore, Christians should care
about economics because economic choices directly influence their obedience to God, their treatment
of others, and their care for creation.

Economics and the Christian Understanding of
Stewardship

The Bible teaches that God created the world and declared it good. Genesis 1:31 states that “God saw
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good” (English Standard Version Bible, 2009).
This means that creation has value because it belongs to God. Human beings do not own the earth in
an absolute sense; rather, they are entrusted with it. They are called to manage creation in a way
that honors God and protects the well-being of others.

Economics is important to stewardship because it helps Christians understand the consequences of
human decisions. For example, decisions about farming, industry, energy use, business production,
and consumption all affect the environment. If people use natural resources carelessly, they may
damage the land, pollute water, waste food, or harm future generations. On the other hand, wise
economic choices can encourage responsible production, environmental protection, fair trade, and
sustainable development.

Christian stewardship is not limited to nature. It also includes the use of money, skills, time, property,
and influence. Economics helps Christians ask important questions: How should wealth be used? How
can businesses serve society? How can workers be treated fairly? How should communities respond to
poverty and inequality? These questions show that economics is deeply connected to Christian
responsibility.
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Economics as a Tool for Obedience to God’s
Commands

Christian individuals are called to obey God in every area of life. This includes personal behavior,
family life, work, business, consumption, and social responsibility. Jesus taught that the greatest
commandments are to love God and to love one’s neighbor (Mark 12:30-31). Economics matters
because it shapes how people express love for their neighbors in practical ways.

For example, when Christians buy products, they participate in economic systems that may affect
workers, communities, and the environment. If a product is made through exploitation, unfair wages,
or harmful environmental practices, then the consumer’s choice may indirectly support injustice.
Similarly, when Christian business owners make decisions about wages, working conditions, pricing,
and honesty, they are making moral choices. Their decisions can either reflect obedience to God’s
commands or contradict them.

Economics also helps Christians understand the importance of justice. The Bible repeatedly shows
concern for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the stranger. Economic knowledge can help
Christians respond to poverty more effectively. Instead of only feeling compassion, they can
understand the causes of poverty, unemployment, inequality, and lack of opportunity. This
understanding can guide practical action through generosity, fair business practices, community
support, and responsible public policy.

Scarcity, Choice, and Moral Responsibility

One of the basic ideas in economics is scarcity. Scarcity means that resources are limited while
human needs and wants are many. Because of scarcity, people must make choices. Every choice
involves a cost because choosing one thing often means giving up something else. In economics, this
is called opportunity cost.

For Christians, scarcity should not lead to selfishness. Instead, it should lead to wisdom, discipline,
and responsibility. Since resources are limited, Christians must use them carefully. Wastefulness,
greed, and excessive consumption are inconsistent with faithful stewardship. Christians are called to
be content, generous, and mindful of others. Economics helps them understand how personal choices
affect wider society.

For instance, spending money only on luxury and personal comfort while ignoring the needs of others
may reveal a failure of stewardship. Similarly, businesses that pursue profit without concern for
workers, customers, or the environment may violate Christian ethical principles. Profit itself is not evil,
but profit must be pursued through honest, fair, and responsible means.

Copyright © 2026 Academic Master. | 2



@ ’ACADEMIC

Work, Productivity, and Service to Others

Economics also helps Christians understand the value of work. Work is not merely a way to earn
income; it is also a way to serve God and others. Through work, people use their talents, create value,
support families, and contribute to society. God has given people different abilities, skills, and
opportunities, and these gifts should be used responsibly.

Christian economics does not reject productivity or success. Instead, it asks whether productivity is
guided by moral values. A business can be successful while also being ethical. A worker can earn
income while also serving others with honesty and excellence. An economy can grow while still
protecting human dignity and creation. Therefore, Christians should not separate economic activity
from faith. Their work and financial decisions should reflect their commitment to God.

Poverty, Inequality, and Compassion

Another reason Christians should care about economics is that economic systems affect the poor and
vulnerable. Poverty is not only a personal issue; it is also connected to social structures, employment
opportunities, education, healthcare, wages, and access to resources. Christians are commanded to
care for those in need, but effective care requires understanding.

Economics can help Christians distinguish between temporary assistance and long-term solutions.
Charity is important, but people also need opportunities for education, employment, fair wages, and
stable communities. Christians who understand economics can support policies, businesses, and
ministries that empower people rather than only providing short-term relief.

At the same time, economics must be guided by compassion. A purely material view of economics
may treat people only as workers, consumers, or statistics. A Christian view recognizes every person
as created in the image of God. Therefore, economic decisions should respect human dignity and
promote justice.

Caring for God's Creation Through Economic
Choices

Modern economic activity has a major impact on the environment. Industries, transportation,
agriculture, energy use, and consumer habits all affect God's creation. Christians should care about
economics because environmental harm often results from economic decisions. Pollution,
deforestation, waste, and climate-related problems are connected to how societies produce and
consume goods.

Stewardship requires Christians to think carefully about sustainability. This does not mean rejecting
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economic development. Rather, it means supporting development that respects creation and protects
future generations. Christians can practice environmental stewardship through responsible
consumption, reducing waste, supporting ethical businesses, and encouraging policies that protect
natural resources.

The command to care for creation is also connected to love for neighbor. Environmental damage
often affects the poor most severely because vulnerable communities may have fewer resources to
protect themselves from pollution, food insecurity, or natural disasters. Therefore, caring for creation
is also a way of caring for people.

Conclusion

Christian individuals should care about economics because economics is closely connected to
stewardship, obedience, justice, work, poverty, and care for creation. Economics is not only about
money or markets; it is about human choices and their consequences. Since Christians are called to
glorify God in all areas of life, they must consider how their economic decisions affect others and the
world God has made.

By understanding economics, Christians can become better stewards of their resources, more
responsible consumers, more ethical workers and business owners, and more compassionate
members of society. They can use their gifts, money, labor, and influence to serve others and honor
God. In this way, economics becomes not merely a worldly subject but a practical tool for faithful
Christian living.
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