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Character Analysis of Elisa Allen in The
Chrysanthemums

Posted on October 23, 2018

Elisa Allen is a fascinating, astute, and energetic woman who carries on with an uninspiring,
understimulated life. She’s defeated or disregarded every step of the way: having an expert
profession isn’t a possibility for her, she has no kids, her enthusiasm for the business side of the farm
goes unnoticed, her offers of helping her better half to farm are treated with well-implied haughtiness,
and her desire to see the world is disregarded as an unfit want for a woman to have. Accordingly,
Elisa commits every last bit of her vitality to keep up her home and garden. The pride she takes in her
housekeeping is both overstated and despairing. In spite of the fact that she appropriately boasts
about her green thumb, Elisa’s association with nature appears to be constrained and not something
that comes as normally as she asserts. She knows an extraordinary arrangement of plants, in all
probability, in light of the fact that, as a woman, cultivating is the main thing she needs to consider.

Elisa is so disappointed with life that she promptly seeks the tinker for fortifying discussion and even
sex, two components that appear to be needed in her life. Her physical appreciation for the tinker and
her coquettish, clever discussion with him draw out the best in Elisa, transforming her into something
of a writer. Her short flashes of brightness in the tinker’s quality demonstrate to us the amount she is
continually considering and believing and how, once in a while, she gets the chance to communicate.
At the point when the possibility of physical and mental satisfaction vanishes with the tinker, Elisa’s
destruction shows how disappointed she is with her marriage. She’s so frantic to rise above the trap
of being a woman that she looks for any escape, attempting to exchange with her significant other,
requesting wine with her supper, and notwithstanding communicating enthusiasm for the wicked
battles that lone men typically go to. None of these will really fulfill Elisa, however, and it is dubious
that she’ll ever discover satisfaction.

Character Analysis
Elisa is our young lady. She’s a farmer’s significant other, a wonderful plant specialist, and an entirely
solid woman. Yet, she doesn’t exactly appear to be content with her everyday life, so when the tinker
approaches, and the match strikes up their puzzling and uncovering discussion, her life changes,
perhaps until the end of time.

Somebody Call the Fashion Police
At the point when Elisa is first presented, she’s wearing a sexual orientation bowing outfit that covers
her body, making “her figure [look] blocked and substantial” (5). The way that she’s wearing men’s
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garments may imply that Elisa’s the sort of woman who isn’t hesitant to conflict with what’s
anticipated from a woman. In any case, then again, the garments, which are masculine, could likewise
be viewed as abusing her masculinity by concealing it from the world. (For additional on Elisa’s
garments, see “Apparatuses of Characterization.”)

So which is it? Is Elisa a cutting-edge woman, prepared to stick it to the man? Or, on the other hand,
would she say she is a woman curbed by the parts men have given her? Give yourself a minute to
delight in the riddle.

Mrs. Henry Allen
Elisa’s association with her better half makes us lean toward the second alternative – that Elisa is a
subdued woman. Investigate their first trade in the story. She’s checking for frightening little
creatures among her chrysanthemums, yet she’s such an amazing planter, to the point that “her
terrier fingers pulverized such nuisances previously they could begin” (8). Elisa is obviously in her
component. However, when she consents to Henry’s clowning recommendation that she work on the
plantation, he rejects her, and she changes the subject, maybe hurt that her significant other didn’t
consider that probability important, or maybe feeling like it wasn’t such a smart thought in any case.
She’s not going to disobediently demand she be permitted to put down the blooms and get a scoop.
Possibly, she wouldn’t generally like to.

At that point, when Henry jokes that they may go to a battle around the local area, Elisa’s
“energetically” (21) decreases, saying, “I wouldn’t care for battles,” (21) as though to state she is a
woman – what fun might she be able to potentially have at such a frightful occasion? Presently, she’s
out of her component, and his clowning recommendation truly blows her mind. The prospect of
heading off to the battle is excessive for her to hold up under. It is safe to say that she is alarmed in
light of the fact that a woman shouldn’t be seen at a battle. Or then again, would she say she is
alarmed at her own particular shrouded want to go? In the same way as other things about Elisa, this
remaining part is a puzzle.

At long last, when Henry abandons her deal with his farm obligations, she lets him know, “I’ll have a
lot of time to transplant some of these sets, I figure” (25).

Pause. What? Since when does Elisa “figure” with regard to chrysanthemums? On the off chance that
there’s one thing Elisa knows, it’s chrysanthemums, but here she is, after her discussion with her
significant other, uncertain of her capacities.

Outsiders in the Night…

… Or day. An unusual man approaches and what is Elisa’s first reaction to his enormous opening line?
Chuckling. Elisa, you be a tease.
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Her glow toward the guest cools a bit when he makes it clear he’s searching for her business: “Her
eyes solidified with protection” (43). Be that as it may, once he gets some information about the
chrysanthemums, the tease starts up once more, and Elisa’s all of a sudden “alarm and enthusiastic”
(59). She even “[tears] off her battered cap and [shakes] out her dim pretty hair” (63). It appears
something about our Elisa has changed now that this outsider is staying nearby. She has somebody to
inspire.

For sure, the more they talk, the bolder Elisa gets. When he specifies how it feels alone during the
evening in the wagon, Elisa jumps at the opportunity to uncover herself to him. Her voice progresses
toward becoming “imposing” (74) as she discloses to him she knows exactly what he implies. The
greater part of a sudden, she’s connecting with touch his pant leg, yet she backs down, and the
minute is lost. Did any other individual leave this minute feeling dubiously unsatisfied?

It appears Elisa absolutely did. Her association with this weird person discloses to us that she’s a
woman who’s fit for awesome enthusiasm. In any case, when she’s around her better half, she
appears to be meek and more provisional. Indeed, on the off chance that you balance her association
with the tinker with her association with her better half, one thing turns out to be absolutely clear: this
is a woman who is significantly more confounded than her basic life recommends. She’s energetic yet
tentative. She’s caught in an exhausting marriage and wants something more. She appears to love
her better half, yet is that enough? The inquiries flourish. Resolute Steinbeck needs us to make up our
own particular personalities.

Solid Like an Ox, Old Like a… Woman

Be that as it may, Steinbeck gives us one other insight about our secretive Elisa. She’s solid. The
storyteller calls her solid, her better half calls her solid, and towards the finish of the story, she even
proclaims herself, “I’m solid [… ] I never knew how solid” (104). Be that as it may, Elisa, let us know:
in case you’re so solid, for what reason does the story end with you “crying feebly – like an old
woman”? (122).

Toward the finish of the story, one thing is clear: Elisa is an aggregate puzzle. We might have the
capacity to suspect that she’s not as much as content with her present life. We may realize that she’s
solid and energetic on occasion, tame and mellow at others, but at the end of the day, we’re never
fully beyond any doubt what, precisely, is up. All her weird articulations and inquisitive remarks reveal
to us that the main individual who can recognize what’s extremely experiencing in her head is simply
the secret – Elisa.

Numerous perusers who dissect Steinbeck’s short story, “The Chrysanthemums,” feel Elisa’s blossoms
speak to her curbed sexuality and her outrage and disdain towards men. Some even push the
imagery of the blooms and Elisa’s manly activities to recommend she can’t build up a genuine
connection between herself and others. Her manly attributes and her chrysanthemums are sufficient
to satisfy her completely. This exposition will examine a contradicting perspective. Rather, it will
contend that Elisa’s chrysanthemums and her manly characteristics are common appearances of a
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male-commanded world. Correlated cases from “The Chrysanthemums” will be given, trying to outline
Elisa’s character characteristics and planting abilities.

On the off chance that he gave her any individual acclaim as a woman of particular characteristics
(one who was indispensable to the homestead’s survival), he may enable her. In this manner, he
keeps his acclaim for her shallow aptitudes, developing blossoms. Along these lines, Henry baffles
Elisa by not seeing into her actual character. The blossoms speak to Elisa endeavoring to discover
some method for getting away from her disappointed and stifled spouse, not from her own sexual
dissatisfaction.

Since Elisa is a woman with more than shallow characteristics, notwithstanding being a decent
laborer, she looks for an approach to fit into this world she feels is restricted to her. She feels that it is
constrained in light of the fact that it is being overwhelmed and translated by men. In this way, she
tries to search out some comprehension from a more peculiar who is hoping to discover “settle it”
work. Numerous perusers see Elisa as being frosty and bone-chilling towards the outsider at first
appearance. However, this is perhaps her smart response to being knowledgeable about the
substances of life. This scene depicts a “battle of minds in which she demonstrates to herself a man
of right feeling, one who doesn’t give her altruistic impulses a chance to flee with her” (Beach, 312).
Here, we have a peculiar man, and men have demonstrated to Elisa they have a restricted
comprehension of a woman’s gentler characteristics. Her response demonstrates insight and great
impulses.

Character Analysis Of Elisa Allen: “The
Chrysanthemums”
658 words – 3 pages

An Existence of Seeds and EmptinessThe Salinas Valley was peaceful and undisturbed in the solemn
month of December. Over the waterway, Elisa Allen, a devastated housewife, keeps an eye on her
esteemed chrysanthemums, the one thing that she takes pride in or has significance in her life. Elisa
drives an existence of a vacancy and can just satisfy her wants through her adored chrysanthemums.
She needs something exceptional, and she needs to cover her distress with rich earth and soil with
plants so lovely inside it.

As she watches over a kid, something she clearly needs throughout her life, Elisa conveys nurturing
insurance and solace to her valuable blooms. Aphids, snowbugs, snails and cutworms don’t hurt the
chrysanthemums �her terrier fingers obliterated such bugs previously they could get started.� (233)
Elisa shields her blooms from such evilness as a mother would shield her youngster from hurt. What’s
more, �with her trowel she turned the dirt again and again and smoothed it and tapped it firm.�(233)
proposing that Elisa administers to the chrysa-nthemums as she would nurture a youngster, as
though tuck them into bed during the evening. Elisa monitored her blossoms by �the wire fence that
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shielded her bloom cultivate from cows, puppies, and chickens.�(233) She keeps a sheltered place for
her blooms so mammoths can’t annihilate them, guarding them as though they were her own
posterity.

At the point when a voyaging tinker searching for work goes by her home, Elisa, to start with, does
not indicate intrigue. That is until the point that he starts to pay heed to her prized blossoms. At the
point when the tinker makes a first remark about Elisa�s blossoms �the bothering and protection
dissolved from Elisa�s face.� She is starting to wind up intrigued by the tinker since he has
appreciated her blooms, which, in doing as such, appreciates Elisa specifically. The tinker, at that
point, proposes getting seeds for a woman that lives �down the road� (235) that the man has done
work for previously, who beforehand wanted to have delightful chrysanthemums, in the case that the
man…
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In the short story “The Chrysanthemums,” Steinbeck goes through a time in the life of the thirty-five-
year-old Elisa Allen, an advanced house spouse of the 1930s. Albeit, once we start to peruse about
Elisa, we come to find that she is a long way from the normal house spouse. Where it counts, she
wants to be separated from the world outside of her garden, in the man’s reality. Through the
itemized portrayals of John Steinbeck, Elisa is given uncommonly solid and powerless characteristics.
Regardless of these characteristics, Elisa is genuinely a feeble woman.

One of the real shortcomings of Elisa Allen is her confusion that changing her physical appearance
and characteristics to wind up more manly influences her to seem more grounded, when, in fact, it
underscores her actual sentiments of shortcomings. For instance, when Elisa is planting she wears an
“ensemble”, which incorporates: a man’s cap, yokel shoes, a print dress that is secured by an
expansive corduroy cook’s garment, and substantial cowhide gloves-all of which influence her figure
to look “blocked and overwhelming”.

Despite the fact that Elisa feels that by dressing in this masculine mold, she will be viewed as
equivalent to men in a man’s reality, she is still observed by the men as only a normal house spouse.
Another case of her endeavors to shroud her ladylike characteristics is while she is watching out for
her garden. Steinbeck depicts Elisa as “finished energetic” and “over-capable” when she has control
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of the short and effective scissors and when she is seen obliterating the aphids, sow bugs, snails, and
cutworms of her garden with her terrier fingers. Plainly, Elisa is over-adjusting, utilizing more power
than required (or utilized by a female) to murder the vermin living in her garden. Regardless of these
manly inclinations and activities, Elisa does not understand that she will never been seen..

Most ladies have a feeling of flexibility and freedom from their male partners, however they won’t
connect far from their shielded lives with a male to another test or another life. Ladies who break out
of their molds made by their life partners take a risk with life and endeavor to wind up the
autonomous women others long for around evening time. On Allen’s homestead, chrysanthemums
thrive, yet does Elisa Allen prosper with them? With delicate care, the blooms develop generously and
steadily, however the person who tends them isn’t so happy with her establishing throughout
everyday life. In “Chrysanthemums,” John Steinbeck depicts Elisa Allen as a cliché female, longing to
blossom like the blooms she reaps. A to a great degree fit lady, Elisa Allen, outfitted with her scissors,
hick shoes, corduroy smock, and a man’s cap, is by all accounts anything besides a shy, shy lady. Be
that as it may, her better half, Henry, sees her characteristically, considering her to be a defenseless
woman who is unengaged in useful ideas.

In spite of the fact that he recognizes she has “got a blessing with things,” he restrains her
endowments to things that are arranged with a run-of-the-mill woman’s activity: cultivating. Also,
Henry jokes, “I wish you’d work in the plantation and raise a few apples that huge,” however, he
doesn’t generally, with the exception of wanting her to leave the pastime of her blooms to perform
“genuine” work around the ranch. Moreover, after Henry chooses to treat her to supper, he
energetically jokes with her about heading off to about, accepting that, being female, she has no
enthusiasm for such things. Unbeknownst to him, Elisa truly has an enthusiasm for the game,
principally in light of the fact that boxing is outside the domain of her moderate female universe of
cultivating and housework. To be sure, Henry is found napping when he learns Elisa has an
enthusiasm for the ridiculous, manly game and is significantly more stunned to discover she has been
perusing further about it. Thus, a tinker who makes an appearance at the homestead likewise
generalizations Elisa.

He tries to play upon her cultured naivete and to weigh her into utilizing him. The tinker puts on a
face of “misrepresented misery” as he tries to wheedle Elisa into giving him a chance to settle her
broken pots. Later, Elisa requests the opportunity of his way of life, for having the capacity to “take
after pleasant climate” since voyaging interests her. He gruffly reacts, “It ain’t the correct sort of life
for a lady,” irritating the hot-blooded agriculturist’s better half. Again Elisa wishes to express her
enthusiasm for something explorative and outside of the home, yet she can’t increase such
knowledge in light of the fact that a male won’t recognize her advantage.

Thusly, Elisa’s battle exists in the reality she knows she can be free and the idea she will never be
more than the cliché housewife. Surely, in a few events, she stifles her wants since her activities and
contemplations are not “suitable” for a woman. In one illustration, Elisa groups “low like a groveling
pooch” at the tinker’s feet, subservient and sexually quelled. The scene is advanced by this sexual
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symbolism as she achieves, bowing to touch the man’s trouser leg.

Be that as it may, at last, her hand drops to the ground, embarrassed about her wants since she is a
woman. As opposed to this show of ladylike yearning, when the tinker remarks on his life being unfit
for a female, Elisa “gets defensive” like the tinker’s filthy canine and winds up infuriated by the man’s
oblivious show of irreverence. Elisa is worn out from being the typical, ordinary housewife who works
in the garden and does the housework. She needs to be somebody and accomplish something other
than what’s expected.

Despite the fact that all through the story, Elisa tries to apply her freedom, when she sees her
chrysanthemums by the side of the street, she leaves herself to the cliché women men in the story
have held so evident from the beginning. She does “not glance back” at the scattered blooms, or her
appreciated beliefs of free gentility. As the carriage moves along, she droops down in her seat,
showing her feeling of annihilation. Elisa starts to “cry pitifully like an old woman:” a firmly female
response to solid.

The Chrysanthemums’s Character Analysis: Elisa
Allen Tran, Hillary John Steinbeck
Elisa Allen Elisa Allen is first depicted as a woman who can go up against any activity and any man
yet, at last, turns into a woman of resigned womanliness. The plot spins around her excursion of
acknowledgment and transformation to gentility, which indisputably marks her as a dynamic hero.
She works in a garden and cultivates and develops similarly and, in addition, a man and never
neglects to flabbergast her better half of her abilities. The story begins with her better half
approaching her to go into town for a pleasant supper night out after he goes into the slopes with
their sun to search for a few cows. As her significant other runs off with the child, a more unusual tags
along their farm and looks for headings, as he is lost. His wagon cover uncovers that he is a
repairman for scissors, containers, and every other kind of instrument. He strikes a discussion and is
by all accounts to a great degree keen on Elisa. Notwithstanding, there has been slight pressure
inside their discussion since. Clearly he is searching for work to encourage himself for the night, yet
she wouldn’t like to yield to his promoting plan. He promotes that he can make any old instrument or
skillet look fresh out of the plastic, and it will be of leeway to Ms. Allen; it isn’t until the point when he
requests her chrysanthemums as a blessing to an old woman companion not far off that Elisa start to
slacken up. Complimented by his acclaim for her planting work and feeling as though she ought to
owe him something, Elisa uncovers some old aluminum stove pots for him to settle. As he is repairing
them, she gets some information about existence and demonstrates that she would love to live like a
man regardless of his remarks that it is perilous for a woman to live like him. She pays him fifty
pennies and jokes that he may go along some new rivalry out and about in light of the fact that she as
well, can ring out the gouges of any pots and hone scissors superior to any other person out there.
They say their goodbyes, and Elisa starts to prepare for supper. She showers and glams up herself for
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night, and her better half compliments her from looking “pleasant” to looking “solid”. We will
compose a custom article test on The Chrysanthemums Character Analysis: Elisa Allen or any
comparable subject just for you. Order now. She doubts when he initially says pleasantly on the
grounds that she would rather look solid, as she likes to be depicted. This denotes her change from a
manly woman to a woman of gentility. Afterward, as they ride into town, Elisa gets some information
about the exciting battles that ladies partake in and goes look also. He answers yes, they do and
inquires as to whether she might want to go in spite of the fact that he knows she presumably won’t
appreciate it. She answers no and turns up her neckline to sob noiselessly, “like an old woman.” Her
sobbing symbolizes the finish of her progress from a manly prevailing woman to a tame female. Her
change appears to originate from society’s dismissal of the possibility that women are similarly
tantamount to guys. The general public of Steinbeck’s story depicts ladies as not having the capacity
to deal with themselves – that they require a man to ensure and do diligent work for them. Ms. Allen
realizes that she can do work similarly and also with a man; however, she is ceaselessly stricken down
and debilitated by the remarks from her significant other and the repairman. She feels that despite
the fact that she has what it takes to demonstrate, she will never be viewed as equivalent to a man as
a result of her sexual orientation. She might be a solid woman, yet she isn’t sufficiently solid to
ascend against society. She can well substantiate herself to the world that women can be much the
same as men by riding around in a wagon independent from anyone else or taking an interest in a
battle, yet her odds of substantiating herself are slimmer than her odds of being insulted and singled
out by different guys. This acknowledgment is the engine behind her venturing down from a free
female to a compliant old woman.


