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Robert Newsom, Slavery, and the Contradictions of
American Independence
When McLaurin first presents himself, Newsom appears like a typical American model: the pleased,
self-determining agriculturalist, a person who toured the nation looking for a better life. By
investigating Newsom’s connection to slavery, though, McLaurin will disclose the unpleasant side of
this model. Noted also how McLaurin has confessed from the initial that there are huge holes in the
record, and for that, he has to use the educated conjecture to fill out the holes in his story.

Celia, A Slave, is Melton A. McLaren’s book-length study of the probationary and killing of Celia, a
slave in Callaway County, Missouri, who murdered her master and burned his dead- body in her
fireplace.  McLaurin, who is also a historian, claimed that the case of Celia proposes significant visions
into how both racial and gender domination rendered the imprisoned women totally powerless to
defend themselves from sexual misuse and how the ethical vagueness triggered by slavery is
frequently resolved in the law court, whose decisions ease white Southerner’s catastrophes of
integrity when challenged with the “hard daily realities of slavery” (ix) (McLaurin).

In the year 1850, Robert Newsom is an agriculturalist who is living in Callaway County, in the state of
Missouri. He’s a dad and a pleased, financially self-determining agriculturalist. At the start of the 19th

century, he relocated with his family, which included his wife and a son whose name is Harry
Newsom, the other son’s name David Newsom and her daughter whose name is Virginia from Virginia
out to the state of Missouri for a better life. The expedition from the state of Virginia to the state of
Missouri was perhaps very hard, and the family perhaps journeyed by canoe up to the river Missouri
(McLaurin).

Celia’s Story and the Historical Value of
Marginalized Lives
In the Introduction, McLaurin sorts the situation by focusing on “the lives of lesser figures” to “better
illustrate certain aspects of the major issues of a particular period” (ix).  He claims that Celia’s story in
specific proposes a “detailed case study of what historian Charles Sellers referred to as ‘the
fundamental moral anxiety’ that slavery produced” (x) and reminds us that “the personal and the
political are never totally separate entities” (xi) (McLaurin).
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Chapter One Begins by providing an overview of the two white persons that are very vital to the story
of Celia and her master, Robert Newsom, and her lawyer, John Jameson. Chapter one specifics the
initial antiquity of Missouri state, Callaway County in specific in addition to the wealth and position
that come with the ownership of slaves. This first chapter also sets up Jameson and Newsom as foils,
with Newsom as Celia’s persecutor and Jameson as her winner.

In the 2nd Chapter, The Crime endures to pair the initial antiquity of the Missourian state with a
debate of the Missouri Negotiation and its implication to slavery in the state of Missouri and the nation
overall.  It comprises a reason for Newsom’s acquisition of Celia in the year 1850 and the general
political atmosphere of that time.  The 2nd half of this chapter delivers a full explanation of the 1st
half of the year 1855, when Celia, who had now two offspring by Newsom, turned out to get pregnant
with a 3rd child and attempted to detach the relationship with Newsom.  When Newsom endures
requesting sex, she hits him with a big twig that accidentally kills him.  Annoying to evade being
found out, she burned his dead body in her fireplace.

Investigation, Confession, and the Public Response
to Murder
In 3rd Chapter, Inquisition defines the exploration of Newsom and the finding of his leftovers after
Celia admits to murdering him.  The 3rd chapter also comprises the media reply to the death of
Newsom and Celia’s accusation and delivers evidence about the earlier slave revolts that are still in
the thoughts of the people of Missouri State. However, numerous are persuaded that Celia did not do
this action alone; she refuses to associate anybody else with Newsom’s killing.

In the 4th Chapter, Back-drop delivers perspective about the Missouri policies in the time of Celia’s
imprisonment, concentrating in specific on David Atchinson’s runs for the Senate and his pro-slavery
pomposity. Atchinson’s struggles spread to the adjacent Kansas region, directing his followers to the
impending ferocity of those Kansas inhabitants who opposed having Kansas turn out to be a slave
state.  The distress in Kansas finally outcomes in two diverse administrations: a pro-slavery
administration caused by Atchinson’s struggles and familiar by President Pierce, and a Free Soil
administration nominated by Kansas electors, numerous of whom have been living in Kansas City at
the request of the New England Emigrant Aid Company, an anti-slavery association that funded the
decision of New England protesters to Kansas City.

In the fifth Chapter, The Trial defines the judge for Celia’s provisional, her team of attorneys, and the
panel.  It also defines the trial by itself, noticing that the trial has named six spectators or witnesses,
including Celia’s first interrogator, William Powell, Coffee Waynescot, Virginia, Celia’s second
interrogator, and Jefferson Jones, Newsom’s offspring and his grandson, and two un-named doctors
who appeared that the leftovers that were founded signify an adult male. The defense named Dr.
James Martin to attest to how hard it would have been for Celia to have seared Newsom’s dead body
by herself and Jefferson Jones, Thomas Shoatman’s partner in the 2nd questioning, to appear that
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Celia was afraid for her survival at the time of the murder. In the fifth chapter, McLaurin has
concluded that Celia’s attorneys required delivering her with the finest defense conceivable.

Trial Procedure, the Verdict, and the Denial of
Enslaved Women’s Rights
In the sixth Chapter, The Verdict unlocks with a debate of the jury directs lists of guidelines that
lawyers for both sides could transcribe to help the panel in its discussions.  The magistrate has to
admire and follow the directions, and in the case of Celia, Judge Hall refused the preponderance of the
bench directions inscribed in her defense, therefore confirming a mortified decision.  In reply, her
attorneys filed a gesture for a re-trial, quoting the judges is miss handling the case.  As an alternative,
Judge Hall pointed down the verdict of demise.  In the sixth chapter, McLaurin relates Celia’s case to
the case of Dred Scott and determines that her “defense was a much more radical concept” (94), as it
“posed an immediate threat, one of enormous magnitude to slaveholders” (95), which could assist to
account for the Judge Hall’s rejection to let the protection to makes its situation (McLaurin).

In the seventh Chapter, Final Disposition, Celia is illicitly detached from the prison prior to her planned
execution to provide the Missouri Supreme Court furthermore time to evaluate her petition.  The
seventh chapter also records a fight amongst pro-slavery and anti-slavery supporters in Kansas and
defines a likewise impassioned radical environment in Missouri state as the background for the
Missouri state Supreme Court’s deliberation of the case of Celia. The Court directs that Celia’s opinion
and execution will be at a stand, and Celia is executed on December 21, 1855 (McLaurin).

The eighth and last Chapter, Conclusions, focuses on the three subjects of the study. The ethical
vagueness that slavery has sourced, the purpose and boundaries of the rule while dealing with these
ethical uncertainties, and the part of gender-based domination and sexual misuse in continuing
slavery, inserting McLaurin’s study in the background of the further new grant on imprisoned women.
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