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Sophocles’ Antigone is one of the most important Greek tragedies because it explores the conflict
between divine law and human law, personal conscience and political authority, and pride and
wisdom. The play focuses on Antigone’s decision to bury her brother Polynices even though King
Creon has forbidden it. Through this conflict, Sophocles raises important questions about justice,
loyalty, religion, family duty, and the consequences of stubborn leadership (Sophocles & Woodruff,
2001).

To What Law Does Antigone Appeal for Her
Justification?
Antigone appeals to the divine law of the gods. She believes that the gods require all human beings to
receive proper burial rites after death. In ancient Greek culture, burial was not only a family duty but
also a religious obligation. Without burial, the soul of the dead person could not find peace. Therefore,
Antigone believes that leaving her brother Polynices unburied would be a serious offense against the
gods.

Creon’s law is a political law created by a human ruler. He orders that Polynices should not be buried
because he attacked Thebes. However, Antigone argues that Creon’s command cannot be stronger
than the eternal laws of the gods. For her, divine law is superior to human law because it is timeless,
sacred, and morally binding. This is why she chooses to disobey Creon and bury her brother.

What Does Antigone Mean in Using This Law as the
Defense for Her Actions?
When Antigone uses divine law as her defense, she means that her actions are morally justified even
if they are illegal under Creon’s rule. She believes she has not committed a true crime because she
has obeyed a higher law. In her view, honoring the dead and respecting the gods is more important
than obeying an unjust command from a king.

Antigone also accepts the possibility of death because she believes that divine judgment matters
more than human punishment. She is not afraid of Creon’s sentence because she feels she has acted
with religious duty, family loyalty, and moral courage. Her defense shows that she values eternal
justice above temporary political authority. This makes her one of the strongest examples of moral
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resistance in Greek tragedy.

Who Is Haemon? What Is His Relationship With
Creon and Antigone?
Haemon is the son of Creon, the king of Thebes. He is also engaged to Antigone. His position in the
play is important because he is emotionally connected to both sides of the conflict. As Creon’s son, he
is expected to respect and obey his father. As Antigone’s fiancé, he loves Antigone and wants her to
be spared.

Haemon tries to persuade Creon to change his decision. He does not begin by directly attacking his
father. Instead, he advises Creon to listen to the people of Thebes, who secretly sympathize with
Antigone. Haemon argues that a wise ruler should be flexible and willing to accept good advice.
However, Creon refuses to listen and sees Haemon’s disagreement as disobedience. This conflict
between father and son shows how Creon’s pride destroys his family relationships.

What Punishment Does Creon Give to Antigone
After Learning It Was She Who Committed the
Deed?
When Creon learns that Antigone has buried Polynices, he sentences her to death. At first, he is
determined to punish her publicly because he believes that allowing disobedience would weaken his
authority as king. Later, instead of directly executing her, Creon orders that Antigone be sealed alive
in a cave or tomb.

This punishment is cruel because it leaves Antigone to die slowly. Creon tries to avoid direct
responsibility for her death by placing her in a cave with limited food, but morally he is still
responsible for her fate. The punishment also shows Creon’s misuse of power. He is more concerned
with proving his authority than with justice, mercy, or religious duty.

Who Is Tiresias? What Happens When He Comes to
Talk to Creon?
Tiresias is a blind prophet from Thebes. Although he cannot see physically, he has spiritual insight
and the ability to understand messages from the gods. In Greek tragedy, Tiresias often represents
divine wisdom and truth. When he comes to speak to Creon, he warns him that the gods are angry
because Polynices has been left unburied and Antigone has been unjustly punished.
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Tiresias tells Creon that his actions have disturbed the natural and religious order. The birds and
sacrifices give bad signs, showing that the gods reject Thebes because of Creon’s decisions. Tiresias
warns that if Creon does not correct his mistake, he will suffer a terrible personal loss. His prophecy
becomes a turning point in the play because it makes clear that Creon’s pride has placed him in
opposition to divine law.

Is Creon Receptive to Tiresias’ Advice? Why or
Why Not?
At first, Creon is not receptive to Tiresias’ advice. Instead of listening carefully, he becomes angry and
accuses Tiresias of being corrupt and motivated by money. Creon’s reaction shows his arrogance and
unwillingness to accept criticism. He believes that his authority as king gives him the right to control
both the living and the dead.

Creon refuses to listen because Tiresias’ advice challenges his pride. If Creon accepts the prophecy,
he must admit that he was wrong. This is difficult for him because he has built his identity around
power, control, and obedience. However, after the chorus advises him to take Tiresias seriously,
Creon finally becomes frightened and decides to bury Polynices and free Antigone. Unfortunately, his
change of heart comes too late.

Which Two Characters Are Responsible for the
Catastrophe?
The two main characters responsible for the catastrophe are Creon and Antigone, although Creon
carries the greater responsibility because he holds political power. Antigone is stubborn and refuses
to compromise because she believes completely in her moral and religious duty. Her pride pushes her
to accept death rather than seek a less destructive path. However, her actions are based on loyalty,
faith, and justice.

Creon’s responsibility is greater because he creates the unjust law, refuses to listen to advice,
punishes Antigone harshly, and ignores divine warnings until it is too late. His pride, anger, and
obsession with authority lead directly to the deaths of Antigone, Haemon, and Eurydice. The tragedy
shows that stubbornness can be dangerous, especially when it belongs to a ruler who has power over
others.

How Does the Play End?
The play ends tragically. After Tiresias warns Creon, Creon finally decides to correct his mistakes. He
first goes to bury Polynices properly and then goes to free Antigone from the cave. However, he
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arrives too late. Antigone has already hanged herself.

When Haemon finds Antigone dead, he is overcome with grief and anger. He tries to attack Creon but
fails, and then he kills himself beside Antigone. When Creon returns with Haemon’s body, he
discovers that his wife, Eurydice, has also killed herself after hearing about her son’s death. Before
dying, she curses Creon for causing the destruction of their family.

At the end of the play, Creon is left alone, broken by grief and guilt. He realizes that his pride and
poor judgment caused the tragedy. The ending shows the consequences of ignoring divine law,
rejecting wise advice, and placing personal authority above justice. Sophocles uses Creon’s downfall
to teach that wisdom, humility, and respect for the gods are necessary for human life.

Conclusion
Antigone is a powerful tragedy because it presents a conflict between two strong forces: Antigone’s
loyalty to divine law and Creon’s loyalty to state authority. Antigone believes that the gods’ law is
higher than the law of any ruler, while Creon believes that political order depends on obedience to the
king. The tragedy occurs because neither character is willing to compromise. However, Creon’s pride
and abuse of power cause the greatest destruction. Through the play, Sophocles teaches that human
law must be guided by justice, humility, and respect for divine principles.
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