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American independence was the result of a combination of political, economic, and social
developments. Before independence, the British colonies in North America were connected to the
British Empire through trade, law, and government. The colonies benefited from access to British
markets and military protection, but they also faced restrictions on trade and political participation.
After the Seven Years’ War, Britain attempted to raise revenue from the colonies through new taxes
and regulations. Colonial resistance grew because many colonists believed that taxation without
representation violated their rights. (National Archives, 1776)

The American Revolution created an independent nation, but independence did not immediately
produce political or economic stability. The Articles of Confederation established a weak central
government that could not tax directly, regulate interstate commerce, or enforce national policies
effectively. States created their own trade rules and currencies, and the national government
struggled to pay war debts.

Economic problems contributed to political unrest. Farmers faced debt and taxation, and Shays’
Rebellion demonstrated dissatisfaction with state policies and the weakness of the national
government. These challenges encouraged political leaders to support a stronger federal system.

The Constitution
The Constitutional Convention of 1787 created a new framework for government. The Constitution
established legislative, executive, and judicial branches and divided power between the federal
government and the states. It also allowed Congress to regulate commerce and taxation.

The Constitution reflected compromises among regions and interests. Large and small states
disagreed about representation, while northern and southern delegates disputed slavery and trade.
The document protected slavery indirectly through provisions such as the Three-Fifths Compromise
and the fugitive slave clause.

Federalists supported ratification because they believed a stronger national government was
necessary for stability, commerce, and defense. Anti-Federalists feared centralized power and
demanded protections for individual rights. The Bill of Rights was adopted in response to these
concerns. (National Archives, 1787)
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Hamilton’s Economic Program
Alexander Hamilton, the first Secretary of the Treasury, developed a program to strengthen national
finances and encourage economic growth. He proposed that the federal government assume state
war debts, create a national bank, impose taxes, and support manufacturing.

The assumption of state debts increased federal authority and linked wealthy creditors to the national
government. The First Bank of the United States provided financial stability and helped manage
government funds. Hamilton also supported tariffs and industrial development.

Thomas Jefferson and James Madison opposed parts of Hamilton’s program. They believed the
Constitution did not authorize a national bank and feared that financial policy favored wealthy
merchants and speculators. These disagreements contributed to the development of the first political
parties.

Political Parties
The Federalist Party supported a strong central government, commercial development, and closer
relations with Britain. The Democratic-Republican Party favored agricultural interests, states’ rights,
and sympathy toward revolutionary France.

Political conflict intensified during the presidency of John Adams. The Alien and Sedition Acts
increased federal authority over immigrants and political speech. Democratic-Republicans argued that
the laws violated constitutional liberties.

The election of 1800 transferred power peacefully from the Federalists to Jefferson’s Democratic-
Republicans. This demonstrated that political competition could occur within the constitutional system
without civil conflict.

Jeffersonian America
Thomas Jefferson presented himself as a defender of limited government and an agricultural republic.
However, his presidency included actions that expanded federal power. The Louisiana Purchase
doubled the territory of the United States, although the Constitution did not explicitly authorize the
acquisition.

The Lewis and Clark expedition explored western lands and gathered geographic, scientific, and
diplomatic information. Expansion increased access to land for white settlers but also threatened
Indigenous nations and intensified conflicts over sovereignty.

Jefferson’s Embargo Act attempted to use economic pressure against Britain and France. The



Copyright © 2026 Academic Master. | 3

embargo damaged American merchants and demonstrated the difficulties of protecting neutral trade
during European wars.

The War of 1812
The War of 1812 resulted from maritime disputes, British interference with American shipping,
impressment of sailors, and frontier conflict. Some American leaders also hoped to expand into
Canada.

The war exposed military weaknesses but strengthened national identity after events such as the
defense of Fort McHenry and the Battle of New Orleans. The Federalist Party declined after opposing
the war and participating in the Hartford Convention.

The conflict also affected Indigenous nations. Many Native groups allied with Britain to resist
American expansion. The death of Tecumseh and the defeat of his confederacy weakened organized
resistance in the Old Northwest.

Transportation Revolution
During the early nineteenth century, roads, canals, steamboats, and railroads transformed the
economy. The National Road connected western regions to eastern markets. The Erie Canal linked the
Great Lakes with the Hudson River and New York City.

Transportation reduced the cost and time required to move goods. Farmers could sell crops to distant
markets, manufacturers gained access to raw materials and customers, and towns developed along
transportation routes.

These improvements also accelerated settlement on Indigenous lands. Federal and state support for
infrastructure reflected the belief that economic development required public investment.

Market Revolution
The Market Revolution refers to the expansion of commercial agriculture, manufacturing, wage labor,
and national markets. Families increasingly produced goods for sale rather than only for household
use.

Factories changed production. The textile industry grew in New England, where water-powered mills
employed young women. The Lowell system provided wages and boardinghouses but imposed strict
discipline and long working hours.

In the South, the cotton gin increased the profitability of cotton and contributed to the expansion of
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slavery. Cotton became a major export, connecting southern plantations to northern finance and
British manufacturing.

The growth of markets created opportunities but also increased economic inequality and insecurity.
Wage workers depended on employment, while farmers became vulnerable to changes in prices and
credit.

Immigration and Urbanization
Growing cities attracted immigrants and rural workers. Irish immigration increased during the potato
famine, while German immigrants came for economic and political reasons.

Immigrants supplied labor for factories, canals, railroads, and construction. They also created
communities, churches, newspapers, and political organizations. Nativist movements opposed
immigration and Catholic influence.

Urban growth produced crowded housing, sanitation problems, fires, disease, and crime. Cities
developed police departments, water systems, and other services in response.

Second Great Awakening
The Second Great Awakening was a Protestant religious revival that emphasized personal conversion,
moral responsibility, and the possibility of improvement. Revival meetings attracted large audiences
and expanded participation among women and ordinary citizens.

Religious enthusiasm encouraged reform movements. Activists campaigned for temperance, public
education, prison reform, abolition, and women’s rights. Reformers often believed that individuals and
society could be perfected through disciplined action.

Slavery and Abolition
Slavery expanded with cotton production. Enslaved people were sold from the Upper South to
plantations in the Deep South through the domestic slave trade. Families were separated, and labor
conditions were violent and coercive.

Enslaved people resisted through escape, work slowdowns, preservation of culture, and rebellion.
Free African Americans established churches, schools, and mutual aid organizations while facing
discrimination.

Abolitionists demanded an end to slavery. William Lloyd Garrison advocated immediate emancipation,
while Frederick Douglass used speeches and writing to expose slavery. Abolition remained
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controversial, and many northern whites opposed both slavery’s expansion and racial equality.

Women’s Rights
Women participated actively in religious and reform movements but lacked political and legal
equality. Married women generally had limited control over property and wages.

The Seneca Falls Convention of 1848 issued the Declaration of Sentiments, which argued that women
were entitled to equal rights, including suffrage. The movement drew on language from the
Declaration of Independence.

Women’s rights activism intersected with abolition, but disagreements over priorities and strategy
sometimes divided reformers.

Jacksonian Democracy
Andrew Jackson’s presidency represented the expansion of political participation among white men.
Property requirements for voting declined, and political parties used rallies, newspapers, and
conventions to mobilize voters.

Jackson presented himself as a defender of the common man against elites. However, political
participation remained restricted by race and gender. His administration strengthened presidential
power and used the veto more aggressively.

Indian Removal
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 authorized the relocation of Indigenous nations from the
southeastern United States to lands west of the Mississippi River. The policy benefited white settlers
who wanted Native land for cotton production.

The Cherokee Nation challenged removal in the courts, but the federal government did not protect
Cherokee sovereignty effectively. The forced migration known as the Trail of Tears caused widespread
suffering and death.

Indian removal demonstrates the contradiction between expanding democracy for white citizens and
the destruction of Indigenous rights.
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Bank War
Jackson opposed the Second Bank of the United States, arguing that it concentrated economic power
and favored wealthy interests. He vetoed the renewal of its charter and removed federal deposits.

Supporters of the bank believed it provided financial stability. Its destruction contributed to changes
in credit and banking that were followed by the Panic of 1837, although multiple domestic and
international factors caused the crisis.

Nullification Crisis
South Carolina argued that a state could nullify federal tariffs it considered unconstitutional. Jackson
rejected nullification and defended federal authority while supporting a compromise tariff.

The crisis raised questions about states’ rights, federal power, and secession. These issues became
increasingly connected to slavery in later decades.

Conclusion
From independence to the Jacksonian era, the United States experienced major political and economic
transformation. The Constitution created a stronger national government, while political parties
developed around competing visions of federal power and economic policy. Transportation,
manufacturing, commercial agriculture, and urbanization expanded markets and opportunities but
also increased inequality and dependence on slavery.

Democratic participation grew for white men while Indigenous nations, African Americans, and women
remained excluded from equal rights. Reform movements challenged some of these inequalities. The
era established institutions and conflicts that shaped the later history of the United States,
particularly debates over federalism, capitalism, expansion, and slavery. (OpenStax, 2014)
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